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Sab una Independentinm appellatione Seftarum, hereſeon, Schiſ- 
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ac painla Sanite lndependentie recubantia. i. e. Under the 
one appellation of Inda endency, the ſeyeral names and ſorts 
of Sets, Hereſies, Schiſns do ſhelter themfelves reſting 
under the dark and ſpreading ſhadow of Godly Indepen- 
dency, Salmaſ, Defent. Reg, Cap. 10. 


On -— 


— 


S CE FF BB & 5 


Printed by 7. Redmayne for Spencer Hickman , at the 


Sign of the Roſe in St, Payls Church-Yard, 1670. 


[14 


| The:Cantenasi 
General Charafter of Dr. Owens writings || 
Aronuey of bis Book, called Communion wich. ' 


. 233+ 
The —_—_ in it that gave /o much offence to the durioref | 
tha Letter | 4554. 


- Innlich the DoQtor damms ws ard our Firſt Reformers. 7. 
T he ſinfulneſs ofthe Common-Prayer revealed to him af- 
rer the ſame manner 45.was the prolongation of Oliver 


Cromwels- /fe 8. 
The Doctor and his whole Tribe challenged to. prove any 
tbing ſinful in the Common-Praycr Book 9. 
His per juries enumerated Io,H. 
tits Vniverſity-Oath prov'd upon bim and his behaviour 
there 12. 


His perjuries as to the Oath of Allegiance. 

His applanding the Regicides, wa re the left Kings 
Death to be Juſt and Righreo us 15,16. 
His endeavours to ruine the Presbyterians, 4nd all thoſe 
that lard down their Arms before the nork of the Lord. i.e. 


the death of the King was effected 17, 18. 
His hatred of bis preſent Majeſty exemplifzed in ſeveral 
inſtances I9. 


Hzs violation of his Oath of Canonical Obcdience, and - 
his aſperſing and calummniating all the Bifhops and their 
Courts 20,21. 

His violation of the Solern League and Covenant, zoge- 
ther with his reaſon why he renounced Presbytery and © 
embraced Independency 22,23. - 

He hath great parts that only enables himto do the greater 
miſciaef 24- - 

The arcat endearments betyeteyCromwel and Owen 27.” 

TheDot ors unkzndneſsro Richard the ProteRors Sow 38. 

What could in any likelyhood abſobve him from the foremen= - 


: The Contents. | | 
tioned Oaths, and the dangerous influence bis principles 


that caſe may bave upon any Government 29,39. 
The-ſmall [atisfattion the Door bas given the world for 
the crimes before ſpe cifyed - 31,32. 


The ſmall hopes of his amendment, and an account in part 
of hisbebavionr ſixce the Act of Indemnity 3334+ 


The reaſons whyhe ſtill perſiſts in his Sc" iſms 36. 
The cauſe of Dr. Mantons not conforming 97 


His and Dr. Bates vain endeavours upon anot er perſon 3F. 
Dr. Owens perfideonſneſs,and breac ).of promiſe 10t.2 
late Lord Chancellor 3940- 
Hzs boldneſs in ſearching into Gods judgments upon t' is 
Nation, and his making King and Parliament to be the 
pr ocuring cauſes oft! em : 42+ 
That charge retorted upon bimſelf and the Independents 43. 
Three principles amone ſt many others out of his own writings 
Fhat manifeſtly tend to the ruin of Religion and Govern - 

. ment Ib. 
The firſt; t!at ſucceſs in buſmeſs does anth enticate its cauſe, 
and that if Gods providence permits a miſchief, his will 

. approves it 4445- 
T he ſecond,t hat Saints may keep faſt their holineſs in their 
. fenning, together with t4e miſchief of that principle 


ks, 46,47 + 
The third, is the modern way of pretending to, and praying , 
by the Spirit 48. 
The pretty way of Sectaries inanſuering arquments againſt 
themſelves 49. 
T he impoſſibility of dealing with one that pretends to the Spi- 
rit 0. 
The ſeat of the H. Spirits reſadence 51, bs . 


Al ſhort deſcription of our modern Seftaries $3554»55- 
The miſchief of pretewaing a gift topray by the ſpirit _ ib. 


The Contents. 


CA large account of the manner of the H. Ghoſts workings 
upon the minds of men from Myr. Hales, and the ſafety. 
of acquieſcing inwhat be fins about it 56,57,58259-- 

Praying by the ſpirit leads to Enthuſiaſm, and Dr. Owen 
charged with it ib... 

T he Dodtors unpardonable impudence in blaſpheming the 
Lords prayer 60. 

The Authors reaſon for the concealment of his name 61. 

T he danger that Religion and Government were in before 
tLelaſt At of Parliament about Conventicles. 62. 

The policy of the Papiſts and onz modern Sectaries paralleld. 


| ib. 

The Concluſion | 63. 

The Poſſcript 64,65, 

The Independent Catechiſm. 4 75- 
Sir, 


* + & &--2 A 
P*s 2.1.2, for purified read putrified. p. 10. 1.19. for 


raiſe r. rae, p.15. 1.6. for precious r. previous. p. 18. 
1.14. for G d, r. Geds. p.34- 1.17. for or. r. order. p.35.l. 
14. for black r. block. p.z7. 1.7. for cloaths r. doubts. p. 
43- 1.4. fordeclaims r. declares. p. 46. 1.26. for artr. att. 
p-48.1.4. for unmortalityr. immorality.p. 49. 1.1. forlaſt ' 
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r. aſſertions. p.54. 1. zo. for quando. r. quanto. p: 61. 1. 
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and with them my moſt humble. 
ſervice and thanks, for the kind- 
neſs you intended mein commend- 
ing them ro my peruſal. I cannot 
ſay that I have read them with thar 

"I care and diligence, as'I do other 
Authors, eſpecially thoſe Treatiſes which you call 
his Practical Divinity. His Controverſial Pieces I 
have-beſtowed more hours-on-; and upon your com- 
mendation have not been ſo neglefive of the other 
ſort, bur thar I am able to obey your commands, in 
giving you my -impartial -rhoughts concerning them. 


This I will prefame to ſay of themin general, in the wr; watet 


words of avery holy as well as learned perſon : © That 
©the Doctor daubs wirh Scripture as Chymiſts do with 
«natural Bodics, - torturing them ro extra rhat out of 
«them, which God and nature never put in them. 
« For when-the Scriprure does not fit it ſelf ro the ob- 
eliquity of his daring and bold conceits, he makes his 
* notions and conceirs fir themſelves to the ſtraighrneſs 


« of thar Rule. He faGioully contends ro: faſten his 
B COn- 
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© conceits upon God, and like the Harlot in the Book”: 
© of Kings takes his dead and purified fancics, and lays.. 
«them in the boſome of Scripture as of a Mother. 

« This thar great, Scholar affirms ro. be a wreſting of - 
* Scripture unto a mans awyndeſtruction., 

And. that.your Soul may not be endangered. by . 
having his Books as well as. his perſon too much in ad- 
miration, is one great end of my preſent writing. I 
ſhall begin. with a paſlage,in that Book, which you 
were pleaſed once to magnifie art that rate, as thar 
which did not only declare the Dotor to be a good . 
man and a good Chriſtian, but was able to make 0- 
thers ſo too. This High Excominm made me reſolve - 
that it ſhould receive its firſt diſpatch by a moſt ſerious _ 

eruſal and medicativn.. When I firſt opened the - 
Book I found the Title lofty and glorious, . being in no . 


* 


leſs promiſing words than theſe. 


Of Communios with God the Father, Son, and &oly , 
Ghoſt, each Perſon diftinitly in Love, Grace and ; 
 Canſolation. HY 


The reading of which words did even raviſh , as . 
well as amazo my migd., I had no. other conceit, bur - 
thar even while I was in this ſtate of frailty and morta- 
lity, I ſhould with St. Paw have been wap? up into the 
third Heaven, and have been made an tary a@®v in . 
this life, before I came. to be an aſſociate with thoſe 
blefledſpirits.in the next. Bur when I had read ſome few - 
pages in the Book, I found that forecited obſeryation 
of, Mr. Hales verifyed , and then I was not fo much }. 
| exaitcd above meaſure as betore. However the vence- 
| i | "T3 ood r ration -, 
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"ration I had for your ny t, encouraged me to 
make ſome farther progreſs, till I was _ into & 
quite contrary extream.. 'For my Spirits became cool 
and chill , notwitbſtanding the preceeding ferment, 
as they will do unavoidably, when a ſudden uncxpe- 
&ed diſappointment derthrones confident hopes and 
high imaginations. In ſhort, The Title of the Book 

_ was like the boaſts of a Coward, or the braggs of a 

 Mountebank ; I found neither notion of Learning to 
increaſe knowledge in'my mind; nor-Rule of piety 

' to advance virtue in my lite : 'So that the whole time 

'I fpenr in' peruſing of that Book , I ſeemed like the 
Prodigal in a far try, fceding only upon Husks 
and Maſt, food only fitted for the*pallate of an im- 

; pure er ye Horny I -was uſcd ro mere wholc- 

- fome -like . meats, I mcan Authors thar 
would make me a good Scholar, and a perte& entire 
Chriſtian. AndI will nor fear ro tell you, rhart that 
Tra& will effe& neither , in me' or any other per- 

fon. 

For though he undertakes to inform his Reader of 
thoſe things required of Believers to hold Communion 
wich God: Yer Ide not find thatin any one —_ he 
inſiſts upon any one moral- duty of the ſecond I able, 
as if piety had-cancelled honeſty, or the Almighty 
who promiſes eo dwell only in an humble contrite 
heart, would youchlafe Communien with a proud God- 
ly Knave. All Dr. Owexs buſineſs is in this as well as 
his other writings co-poſſeſs his Reader with ſtrong 
Raptures and Fits of Inſpiration, by railing Scruples 

doubts, by talking of rhe perſonal ind wnellings of 
-#he Spirit , of rbe Saznes Eſpouſals nnio Chriſt, ' of Commu- 
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nion with the whole Trinity, &c. By which means Þ 


doubt not bur he obtains that end, which Cromwell 
deſigned, when he put him. and his Bruther Nine-Caps 
to be Lecturers art Sr, Maries in Oxon, wz. To make 
well-meaning bur leſs knowing Chriſtians, giddy un- 
ſerled Enthuſiaſts, that ſhould have alwayes their 


rongues tipped with piety, and —_ vilible in tt cir. 


looks but morrtification of their own 1ins, and ſorrow 
for the ſins of the nation : And lo ar laſt they ſhould. 


come to be a pack of coyetous, conceired, whining - 


and ſclt-ſeeking hypocrites, who are as great Rebels. 
ro God in the {ubſtancials of Chriſtianity, as ever they 
wero to their King in their Loyalty and ,/Uegiarce. 
Thele are Sir., the -general apprehenfions that L 
have of Dr. Owens practical Divinity , which ſhould 
have lodged in my own Breaſt, , did not I conceive. 
ſome hopes that this paper might conduce to the re- 
Rifying and redeeming of your erroneous and enthral- 
led Judgment. | 
Torender my ſelf able to effe&t which, I took the 
Book 2 ſecond time ro my peruſal; and art laſt I mcr 
wich ſuch a paſſage in-ir, thatfor.falſhood, ſedition, 
_ uncharicableneſs, impudence and-pride.may be paral- 
lcl'd with any Sentence, that ever drop'd from the pen 
or tongue of the moſt deſperate hare-brain'd Scary. 
You'l find the words in page: 170. and 171. W here 
ſpeaking of Communion with Jeſus Chriſt rhe Sou, and 
ow Believers will labour to keep their Souls chaſt unta 
him in- his . Ordinances , Inſtitutions and worſhip : Atter 
he had circd thoſe uſually perverted Texts of Scriprure 
againſt che Lizwrgy of rhe Church ( who hath required 
theſe things at_ your. hands , Ii vain ao you yorjvip me 


reaching 
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geaching for Dottrints the Traditions of men; The later 
of which I preſume you now underſtand the meaning 
of,” having'peruſed thar excellent Sermon of that braye 
Man B:/hop Saunderfon) he pours forth all the venom 
of his black Soul and poyſoned pen in theſe words. 


< ] ſhall rake leave to ſay whar is upon my heart, 
<and what (the Lord aſliſting )I ſhall willingly endea- - 
*your to make good againſt all the world; namely, 


© that that principle-thar the Church has power to in- 
« ſtirute and-appoint ariy thing or ceremony belonging 


© ro theyyorſhip of God, either as to matter or to man-- 


*ner, beyond the orderly obſeryance of ſuch circum-4 
* ſtances as neceflarily ſuch ordinances as Chriſt him- 
< {elf has inſtituted, lycs at the botrom-of all the hor- 
« rible ſuperſtition: and idolatry, of-all the confuſion, 
« blood; perſecution and wars, thar have for ſo long a 
«ſeaſon ſpread themſelves oyer the face of the Chri- 
«ſtian world; andthar it is the-deſign of-a great part 
© of the Revelation ro make a difcovery of this Truth. 
* Ahd I doubt nor bur the great controverſy which 
« God has had with this Nation for ſo many years, 
<aud which he has purſued with ſo much Anger and 
© Indignation, was upon this account, that contrary 
« to that glotious light of the Goſpe}, which ſhone a- 
© mong us, the wills and fancies of men, under the 
© name of order decency and authority of the Church 
« (a Chimzra that none knew what it was, nor where- 
<in the powerof it did conſiſt, nor in whom reſide ) 
« were impoſed on men in the wayes and worſhip of 
© God. Neither was all that pretence of Glory, Beau- 
<ty, Comlineſs and Conformity, that then was plead- 


*ed;. any thing more or leſs, than'what God-does-fo 


deſcribe - 
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© hencewas: 
© what end? Thar Jclus Chriſt might be depoſed from 
- < the Sole priviledge and power of Law-making in his 


< deſctibe in the Church of Iſrael, Ezek. 16.25. and 
© forwards. Hence was. the-Spirit of God in prayer 
© derided ; hence ws. the powerful preaching of the 
« Golpel a6 nl hence was the Sabbath decryed ; 


zlinefs ſtigmarized and perſecuted ; -To 


* Church ; that the true husband might be thruſt a- 


+<ſfide, and -adulterers of his Spouſe-embraced ; : that 


« Task-maſters might be appointed in and over his 


© houſe, which he neyer gave unto his Church, 'Zp. 
© 4.12, Thar a ceremonious , pompous , outward 
' © ſhew of worſhip drawnfrom Pagan, Judaical, Anti- 
© chriſtian: Obſervations might be introduced; of all 
. © which. there isnot one word, tittle or Iota in the 
-< whole Book of God : This: then they who hold 
© Communion with Chrift are carcful of, - they will 


*2dmit of nothing , :praQiſe nothing in the worſhip 
:of God, private or publick, but what they have his 
warrant for: Unlcſs ir comes in his name, with thus 
'< faith the Lord Jeſus, they will not hear an Angel 
« from Heaven. They know that the Apoſtles them- 
« ſelves were to teach the Saints only what Chriſt com- 
« manded them <AMaz. 28. 20. You know how many 


< in this. Nation-in the daycs not long-ſince \ > pe | 


«yea how many thouſands left their Native ſoil, and 


© went into a vaſt and howling wilderneſs in the urmoſt 

© parts of the world, to keep their Souls undefiled and 

« chaſt to their dear Lord Jeſus, as to this of his wor- 
* ſhip and inſtitutions. 

Sif, Reading and muſing upon theſe words made 

_ «he. Fire burn-in me: And I cannot perſwade my 5 
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(7) 
that ever you would haye been fo laviſh in beſtowing- 
{uch high Zxcominms upon that Book, had you mer 
with this paſſage in it, or at leaſt read ir with that fſe- 
rious intention of mind, as to have weighed it in the. 
ballance of a ſober reaſon. For the words are like the 
Trojan Horſe, that carry arms and armed men in the - 
belly of them. And ſurely no perſon, bur one of a. 
debaucht conſcience, of aloſt modeſty, and a heart - 
as uncharirable as ever 'malice lodged, would have. 

ermitred ſuch expreſſions ro have dropt from his-. 


cn. 

The truth of whar I fay will appear, if you conſi- 
der that Dr. Owe by this-one- pailage of his Book , 
docs not. only make all the Regular Clergy of our-- 
Church, bur the whole Body of our conformable 
Laity, vis. Nobility, Gentry, Commonalty, nay His . 
Majcſty himſelf ro be a pack of formal rotten Repro- 
bates, Children of ahoredomes-, i. e. thoſe that do. not * 
keep their bearts chaſt to their dear Lord Jeſus as to his 
Wor ſhip and inſtitutions. For he quotes the Prophet : 
Exgekgzel, and tells us taut the Glory, Beauty, . Com!meſs, 
and Conformity pleaded for by our Church, is-juſt the 


| ſame, neither more nor leſs than what God aves fo de- 


| ſeribe in the Church of Iſ#ael, Ezekiel 16. 2.5. and for- 


| wards. 


| 
| 


In which Scripture, the deſign of the Prophet in. 
a large diſcourſe, is ro diſcover thoſe monſtrous - 


{ whoredoms, or ſpiritual impurities of Idolatry and fu- 


perſtition that then abounded in the Jenz/ Church. . 
And the Dodors application of this ro the Church of + 
England amounts to this, that this whole Nation (ex- 
cept thoſe that left their native Soil and nent into a how- - 


bag . 
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(8) 
ling wilderneſs, viz. Frankford, Amſterdans and New- 
Eveland ) ſet up Monuments of Idolatry in every cor- 
ner of the Land, made the Beauty of the Chriſtian 
Holineſs to be abhorred, and were ſo wantonly wick- 
ed as to proſtitute it ro the conrempr and deriſion of 
the baſeſt and vileſt of Heathens, corrupring ir nor 
only with Romy/h and C2atichriſtian, but Tudaical and 
Pagay Obſervations : And-finally*that the King and 
-» He retry His great Councel of Parliament (like an imperious 
- Oliverand Whoriſth Woman) made their * Luſts their-Laws, ſer- 
his Parlia= Jing revenues upon the Engl; Church , that Chrift 
ment, 754: might be depoſed from the priviledge and Power of 
God werein Law-making; That CAdnlterers of Chrifts Spouſe, 1. e. 
ſub] —_— Kings and Biſhops,-»#ghr be embraced, and Tashmaſters 
; maſters, ſome i. E. a regular Prieſthood might be appornted over his 
o [9 nap houſe. This is the plain engliſh of char: Prophecy, 
ends of che and much of ir paraphraſed in Dr. Owens own words. 
earth, while} Do but be at the pains to read v. 25. and forwards, and 
iniquity "4 you will find my expoſition of the prophecy nor only 
ſuperſtition : . : 
ere eftabliſs- true and genuine, but ſo candid and modeſt, thar ic 
| - by La: falls far ſhortof the deſcription of thar IdoJatry which 
dueiend «ve Ezekiel lays to the charge of the Jewiſh, and Dr. Owen 
ſer a liberty, applys to the-Exg{ſh Church. 
Neither is the Doors charity greater for our de- 
O yemeſſen- ceaſed Anceſtors, than it is for us of the preſent Age: | 
BT”. For nor to dilate upon our cMartyr'd King, whoſe ſuf- | 
that which ferings and Death were in great part occaſioned by : 
zhe Lord bath reaſon.of that zeal and courage which he exerted in 
ene on the defence of the Engliſh Church and Lirargy, I 
in founding ſhall mention our firſt Reformers, who ſtood up for | 
#1 gpreacs* decency and order in Gods worſhip ,. and who ſeal- | 


«#656, cd the truth of the Zizargy with their blood ; all theſe | 
| | | perſons | 
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; petſohs are rendered by Dr. 02 guilty of Idolatry ad! 
Superſtition : and fo' their Souls muſt ungyoidably fry 
now 'in the”"flames of Hell, even as their Bodies in 
the dayes of Queer Mary did fry at Stakes. For none 
ter Souls chaft unto their dear Lord eſis. 
And then what becomes of thoſe great Volumes of 
Mr. Fox : Thofe according to this good mans princi- 
ples ought ro be ſtiled rather Boks of Impoſtors and 
dolators, ' than of Martyrs and Confeflots of the | 
truth. I appeal ro any one bur 'a Seaty, whether 
Dr: 0#en tias not giveh more advantage to our Rowiſp 
- Adverſaries to. blaſpheme our Reformation by this 
byn paſſage df his. pet, then any appearance he has 
yet inade, for its deferice will credit it againſt that 
empty brazen-fac'd Author of Fia? Lux. | 
'Bur 'ris likely that Dr. O-ex having ſuch intimate 
Communion with God, knew the Colincells of Heaven, 


- as perfeRly as he did thoſe of his great Maſter 0/ver 
 Cromnell, and having the Indaelling of the Spirir, had 
revealed to him how filthy and” execrable the Service 
of the Exglhiſp Church was in the Eye of the Almighty. 


And I believe he received chat information of that 
Heatheniſh thing the "Common-Prayer , after the ſame 
tnanner thar he or his Brother Chaplaizs had revealed 
ro them the prolongation of O/zwers life. For thole 
Saints having had Communion with God for that pur- 
poſe, after long wreſtling, "they at laſt received this 
anſwer from Heaven, vis, That his Highneſs ſhould 
not then dye, for'God had a greater work' yer for 
him rodo inthe world, than any he had been engaged 
in before: Some fay, thar they rbld him punQually 
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being extended thirty.years, juſt as long again as was: 
granted by God ro goad Hezekiahs Bur however this. 
is certain from * Dr. Bazes, that-when all the Phyſi- 
rians of his Body told; him he ſhould:dye, theſe Em- 

ericks of his Soul made. him confidenthe ſhauld live.. 
By which mcaas. they. were as. great Inſtruments for 
the-damning of. his Highne/F, as ever any. of them 
had. been for the Murthering of a Cavelier.. For the 
Wretch was as certain of his life as-ever he was of a 
victory, being fo far from iy cum, of his paſt villa-. | 
nies ,.. that all his thoughts.were buſicd to at new 
ones. 

But I_ diſmiſs. this ſtory, becaule ir is notorious , 
and will for once make this challenge to the Dodor- 
and his whole Tribe. of Independency. t any of them. 
produce any one inſtance in which our Eng/zf Church 
is defective, as.tq any one neceſfary poinr of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, or does abound in any. one Article 
that tends cither ay i093; conſequenrially co raiſe- 
up or- weaken its. foundation, and-I will cnchange - 
my Caſlock for a Gray Cloak, * make a Taylors mea-. 
lure of the Orders. received. from the Biſhop, -pre- 
rend.to write Books againſt the Papiits, burin * them. 
reflet upon the Authority of- the King as. to his 
power in matters of Religion, and the order of Epil- 
Copacy as to its honour and Antiquity in the Church, 
I know no, reaſon. but the Church of Erg/and ſhould 
be as. confident of the Truth and. Refirude of its. |. 
own way in Worſhipping the great:God, as the A- | 
poſtare DodFor can be of his. For we have nothing 
bur bare: words firſt Mouthed 'forth.in a Pulpit and 
then. vomited through a Pen to prove. his challenge, 

Yor: | 
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rr) 
you have the praftice of good men, and' rhe argu- 
* ments of their Books wered and unanſyerablc io 
; prove mine. 
And therefore, pray Sit, exatnine your Reaſon , 
- and conlider, whether a pious honeſt hearted Chriſti. 
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an, whois loyal to his King, and obedient co the 
reſt of his Supcriours and uſes the Conmon- Prejer, be 
not as capable of Communion with God, as that per- 
| fon who yomirs our his Prayers to his Maker, nbd 
| -a Fool-does {ſecrets ro his Neighbour's who blaſ- 
pray with bold and ſenfeleſs eftulions ; who 
| -Libels Authority 'with ſeditious lyes; who praiſes God 
 'for ſhedding the blood of Chriſtian Kings, and their 
Loyal Subje&s. In one word, who is guilty of reire- 
| -rated perjurics -againſt that God , whom he -con- 
+fidently affirms ro be -the Inſpirer-of all his pray- 
-EFS. 
You have A very treacheroits memoty., if you 
have' ler flip the: partieulars contained CL 
of the charge: And if you diſtruſt rhe laſt w of 
'it, Icovuld for:your conviction name the man-, who : 
| took an Oath to obſerye the ſtarures and maintain the 
| . priviledges of the Univerſity of Oxford as he was a 
Scholar : Who fwore Allegiance and Fidelity to his 
[King , his Heirs and Lawful'Succofiors as he was a * xv: callsir 
- SubjetF , who ſwore Canonical Obedience to his Bi beware 
as he was a Presbyrer , and had a throat wide enou Deſenſ. aboun 
_ 'to ſwallow down the Solemn * League and Covenant, Ch. Govern. 
and after all theſe tho Engagement; and yer this very 514 ni# 
perſon played ar Bo-peep wich the dreadful name of preached bes 
, in his moſt ſolemn s unto him ; 'and not- _ -” —_ 


| "withſtanding his prerende 7 _— of gonſcience 1e,c, 
& 41A 


- by " 
” we um -. ow wwrwouwb 
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is obcyihg of the Kings Laws, and conformirnigito: 
the conſtitutions of the Eng/z/h Church , had for alk 


that a conſcience ſo ſturdy, as to break all the fore. | 
mentione&Oaths with no moze regret,: than Sampſon - 


did his Y/iths. b 
For 41. As forthe, Univerſiry-Oath , he. was fo. 
audacious. as. not only to omit thoſe Habits and For- 


malities , by which perſons. of diſtint,qualitics and: . 


degrees, were to be diſtinguiſhed-in thar. School of; 


Learning;- but did brow-beat every one, wha had fo: , 


much of Manly courage as to appear in their,defence., 
Such an one had the Mark of Antichriſt , and was. 
ro be ſingled our. as the next vidime to be ſacrificed: 


ro that Moloeh of Protetforſhip, and lome {anQtifyed | 


Dunce: of..the fame. Colledge. muſt be imployed tro 
anicle againſt that- perſon; Witnebs thoſe who ap- 
peared againſt Dr. YFilkins now Biſhop of Cheſter , 


and- Dr.. Greenwood. then. principal -ob.- Brazex-No/e - 
Colledge : And all their erime was, that they endea- | 
youred to ;preſerye 'the face ofjan Univerſity, Nay, | 
fo unpardonably bold was this Gentleman betore the - 


rſon laſt mentioned, and, Dr. YYallx now Mathe. 
matick profeſſor , as xa declare, that he hoped *'c'ra 
long.ic would be. as ridiculous to ſee a Dottor.cloath- 


ed.in Scarjet., as'a red.,Liſt ryed: art a” Dogs Tail; 
And affairs were come to that paſs, that Caps and 


Heods: were as formidable in Oxford, as Sirplices and 
Lawn-Slegves :. And it was reckoned. io, be.a mora 


infallible fagn of;Grace to hate Formalities,- than ro- - 
oz the. Brotherhgod, ; 1 could.name.a Godly Dunce 


- | of:T homes. Gaod wins Church who-made is aſcruple of 


, -. conſcience to, take his degree. of Maſter of Arts, be- 


cauſe. 
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cauſe he. was to q_=_ for it in that Popiſh Anti- 
chriſtian habir of Cap and Hood. Nay, Gowns 
were:Metamorpholing into Cloaks, had not this Di- 
Gator perperuws. been decently refnoyed from his Yice- + 
chancellour ſhip. | 

And as for the Priviledges and-Immunitics-of the: 
Univerſity, I would.challenge Mr. Prin, if he were: 
now alive, to produce any one-inſtanco of a Record 
ſince King.cA4lvred, -in which Oxford-Scholars were: 
compelled to-bear Arms for ( much leſs againſt) their» 
King: . And yet when thoſe Loyal Gentlemen of the- 
Vet, made an attempt ro redeem their Native Soit 
from the bondage of their Crommwellian Takmaſters 
 howdid:. this Gromnellian Doftor, rather like-a Major: 
Generab than : Vicechancellor , carry God in+ his. Scab 
bard , . and Religion . ar his Swords om ? How did. 
he make his Bedels exchange their ſtayes for fighting- 
irons ?. How did he curn his Gowninto a Cloak (thar - m 
holy. beloved habir ) and yaunr-it”with white Powder 
| In his Hair, andblack inhis Packer, threatningeves - 
. ry one with: diſaftettion to the . Government, : who - 
would not joyn with him-in his deſigr.: And fo he « rpc taboursn 
rode up and:down like a ſpiritual Abeddon, breathing ing Sainr: diſe* 
out . nothing againft thoſe brave:-Souls bur-rage on poet 
fury , ſlaughter and* blood.: Bur there- is- no. doubt prexched ae = 
' bur. even. in-this: action he retained his -C ommunion he Aeks 
wich God.: hear his own words cles: * As mach prnmrible 
faith and prayer, as much Communion with' God, walk- Henry lieton 


Zord -Depury:' | 


ng before him and wreſtling with him:, nay he uſed its of Theland; <q 


I could.te}] you that it- is againſt the 'Canonsof Sr 


ſoma general Councils that. Clergy-men ſhould weas j,g,1z, _ - 
Swords, . _ 


* *7's Biſhop 
Davenaats 


(14) 
Swords, and if they did they ſhould be degraded 
bur the DeFor had done that himſelf, and had re- 
ceived a new Commiſhon from &lrver in his journey 
+ With him to Scorland to carry * Gladuinm Ferre as well 


difliinfliom. as Gladium Verbi. For at this time he was for-preach- 


Pe Y 


ing- and praying againſt the Royal Family -in St. 
Maries Pulpit, and fighting againſt -it -in Oxford- 
Freets, hercinimnuating his elder Brethren, thc Scor- 
iſh Saints, who tutored him in this leflon; Thar al- 
'though-ic was Gods will that -Chriftianiry ar firſt 
ſhould be planted by the paticnce and ſuffering of its 
-profefſors , yet being now paſt doubt, : ic ought to 
be defended by adtion, 7. e. reſiſting of Tyrants unto 
blood. Bur when thoſe 'Gentlemen were ſuppreſled, 
this Captain again turned Do@or; and for Okvers 
-Gaying unto him, Evge bone ſerve : *He repaid him 
in -Scripture-phrale, and humbly rold him, '7 have 
fought 4 gooa. fight. I never heard that the Dotors 
Le 


.Zeal was ſo hot, when the *Froxch and Dwich wero 


dike to invade us the laſt War. - £99 
This inſtance proves how well he obſerved" the 


"Oath of AUtegience. Bur I ſhall.preſent you with | 


-others drawn both 'from his ations and wrirings. 
What he did before:the Kings dearh appears from 
his printed Sermons, 'in whictr he was alwayes a 
Trumpet to ſound an Alarum ro Sedition and Re- 
* 47 ifm bellion. In one Sermon he makes King Charles the 
of unchange- rſs E/aw, and the Long Parliament Jacob or J/rael , 
able free OY chat tryed his 


feretheCom- * The ſtrength of Gods Jacobs in this Kingdom had not 
wenn ePr09- been known, "if the Eſau's had not come againſt "them. 
pg, Hn-the lame he-imimaresto-them,-that the War was | 


-under- 


—_ ——__ 
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with God and ſo to prevail. | 
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| undertaken * for reforming the wor ſhip of Gad , and *q, ig; 
| ferling the almoſt departing Goſpel. A little before the 
' Death of that Holy Prince, he does nor anly foretel 
| ir, butin the ſame breath pray for it, Theſe arc his 
| own words, * Y7hen God intends the taral deffruttion * Eben-Ezen 


Af memorial 


| of 4 people, he commonly weakens them by ſome precious 7 1, dulive- 


| judgments. Let the truth of this be found upon them rance of Eſſex 


| that hate us, and the interpretation thereof ta the eng. Co9"'y «nd 
| hi ”” Committees 
mys of this Nation. when thele deſires of his prexched ache 


| Soul were accompliſhed-, does he in the leaſt bluſh — of 
' for the ſhedding of that Sacred Blood, to prevent — _ 
which he ought in duty to have fpilt bis own? As : 
_. | for che death of Irerox, he tells the &onorable Calonel 

Henry Cromwell, that the Funeral Serman Preached 
- at that Solemnity by. bim, f was wpor as /ad an acea- + Epift. De: 
\ | fon, as onany particular account, has been gruen to this ——_ ch 
» | Nation in this our Generation. But the Kings Death , $.;ns 4 wily- 
$ 
© 


he. applauds and juſtifys ; he beſtowes Panegyricks 19 Pe 
upon thoſe filthy Regicides thar did ir, and animates 
-them to proceed on in the: Path of Blood: And this. 

» | he did:the very day after the Murther of char Righ- 
4 | teous Prince,. when bis very Enemics ( Jude-lite )- 
- | began to. be agaſh't and repent ar a fad: ſo harrid 
N 

a 

Dp 


and execrable, and would fain with the whore in: 

a | the Proverbs have wiped their Mouths , and faid,, 

_ | what have we done? Bur the DodZor had a- mare 

+  Brawny. Conſcience and Frontlefs Fore-head than to- 

7 | be ſcared at fuch Bug-bears. And therefore upon : 
;; | Ian. 31.1648. heT preaches before the Howorable Houſe | 11 Ti 
of 


' of Commons : - Dedicates his Sermon to themith a s _— 


», long Epiſtle, in which he calls them the rnſlrmments 
w_ of Gods- glory-in this Generation : Tells them, That 

, ® - 
2» | Ga, 


'1 


Of «bis 


ing. 
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God called 'chem forth to the rouling up the' Nutions like | 


a ſcroll, 'and to ſerve him in their Generation in rhe 
high places 'of A magedden. The Royal party he 
makes ro be the devoted Sons of F Babel: Ard ſayes, 
jats «fb alea, the providence of God muſt be' ſerved, ac- 
cording to the diſcovery maae of his own unchangeable will. 
And he has a Text of Scripture for it; ' For verily che 


| Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed to' pollute” the pride of all 
. Glory, and to bring into contempt all the Honorable of 


the Earth. 11. 23- 9. He farther tells che Rumpers , 


that hs deſign in Preaching was to ſupport their Spirits - 


neainſ} the contradittion of ſinners : That his'Sctmon 
but an entrance inro"the unravelling of the whole 
FY@b of iniquity, interwouer of Civil and Eccleſcaſtical 
Tranny , in oppoſition to- the' Kingdom of the Lord Je- 
fo: Laſtly, He prayes for their unconquerable aſſiſtance 


in conſlant perſeverance, and reſts their devoted Servant 


in our deareft Lord : 
'Jokn OWEN. 


——— ER. ——————_——_— 


Aving thus complemented theſe 'Saints in the 
H Epiſtle, in his Sermon he informs them that 
their work was not yer done. There were fins of the 
King to be recompenced upon the people. The people had 


4 concurrence and influence of power in the Kings Rule | 
#nd Government. They that ſet up a King may be juſtly 
called t0- anſwer for his miſcarriage. And again he 
more fully explains himſelf in the ſame page, Yen 


Kings command unrighteous _ , and people [wit them 
us) -willine conmphance, none doub 


2 them-bott'is juſt and righteous, 


bt 
= 


ts bus the deferuttion 
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| *< bleſſing of God, and the curſe of a profeſſing = 
0 


hounds to purſue theſe alſo. «If the Lord curſe 


, *run from them, by whom he 'is Commiſſiohated, 
D 


(17) 
"And "becauſe he knew how the hearts of ihe 
whole Nation were not only filled with ſorrow for 
*the Kings Death, bur Indignation and Revenge a- 
gainſt thoſe rhat bathed their hands in His Blood , 
he cells che Regicides, thar fuch a thing is not ro be 

much wondred at : «For Inſtruments of Gods great- , | ;,; 

*eſt works and Glory arc oftentimes the Objects of 
© profeſſing } waar curſes and reyenges. Men that 
< under God deliver a Kingdom, may have the King- 
« doms curſes for: their pals. A man may have rhe 


pleat the ſame time. 'It you do the work of the 
pow pray think ir not ſtrange, if among Men 

« curſes: be your «reward, - and deteſtation your wa- 

* pes. 

, Some ' of - thoſe *King-Killers debated, wherhgr 
they ſhould ſer up the Duke 'of Gloreffer in his Fa- | 
thers throne ; bur the Door intimates, That this nas 
fo let go the nork of Goa in this Generation. And af- 


| - rerwards , Providence bas /o ſhut up 'all * Other wayes » Befodes thas 


that it is impoſſible God ſhould be in-them. of « Commun. 
There is no doubr bur there were 'many well. *e«{h. 

meaning perſons , who ar firſt rook up Arms againſt 

the King, bur laid them down when it was roo late. 

And this Gentleman is very carneft with thoſe Blood- 


« them, who .come'nort forth ro his help againſt'the 


 « Mighty, what is their due, who being called forth 
| © by him, do yer help the Mighty againſt him. For 


*a Man to take part with the Kingdoms Enemy 'is 
© no {mall crime; Burt for a Commiſſion- Officer 'ro 


ro 


| 


| | 
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* ro-rake part: with the adyerfary;"is death without- 
<mercy : Yet have nor ſome in our dayes arrived at 
* chat ſtupendious impudence,, that when as private 
« perſons, they have: declaimed againſt. che Encmies. 
*of the Nation, and by that means they gor them- 
« ſelves into Authority , they have made uſe. of that 
© Aiithority.to comply with, and -uphold thoſe , by 
© an oppoſition to whom, they got into their. Autho- 


© rity ? Which is no leſs than an Arhciſtical attempt. . 


* to perſonate. the Almighty.unto ſuch iniquitics, as . 


«£ without his appearance they dare nor own. 


And. that. Ol/tver and the reſt ' of his Brethren : 


might want no encouragements-in that difficult ſca- 


ſon, he tells them, haw God, Truth and Fidelry , 


his Honor and Glory is engaged that they- ſhall nor 
miſcarry. When he comes ro-enlarge upon the laſt, 
he has theſe- words. ©In fych a Nation as this, if 


*che Lord now upon manifold Proyocations. ſhould 
© give up Parliamevpt people, Army to- calamity and _, 
* ruine, would not the glory of former Councels, .; 
« ſucceffss , deliverances be utterly loſt > Would nor - 
© men ſay, It was not the Lord, but chance that hap- - | 


c pened ro them ? 


And becauſe he knew thar gaſping Loyalty would: 
be ever and anon endeayouring. to recover its. || . 


ſtrength and Spirits, therefore ro animate thoſe mon- 


ſters of cruelty and Blood againſt'{fuch oppotitions, . 
be. preſents them- with this Obſeryation more from 
the-Text : * God oftentimes. gives up a ſinful people .. 
«ro a fruitleſs contention and fighting with rheir only . . 
© ſapporters and- means of deliverance. Had not | 


« {ayes he in the following Page) the people of = 


_ 
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'Zland been given up (many of them) to fight againft 


«the deliverers of the Nation, and were it not fo 
< with them at this time, how dark would have been 
«the workings of Providence, which now by wreſt- 
*<ling through all oppolition are ſo conſpicuous and 


' *©Cclear. 


| ** cannot poſlibly 
' **rable-Rui 


And that he had as implacable an enmity againſt 


King Charles the Sccond as againſt King Charles the 


Firſt , is apparent if you will believe Dr. Owen him- 


-ſelf. For he does not onlyat 1rerons Funeral call him 
a Tyrant, ſaying, There Tyrants pretend no more title 
- #0 their Kingdom; Rebellg ye not in wait for their blood, 


bur he makes him a wicked and vile miſcreant, one 
that had caſt off the Yoak of all moral and natural 


' Laws : For fo thoſe who were men of Behai, did, 


to one of which the Dofor compared our preſenc 
Soveraign, zz. to Sheba the Son of Bichri mentioned 


 -2 Sam. 20.1. 'Thele arc his own words to the Parlia- 


ment, Ocob. 13.1652. © When you thought to have 


20 png Sheba the Son of Bichri, the man of your 


c{t warfare, behold: one Abel after another, un- 
* dertakes the quarrel 'againſt you: Yea ſuch Abets as 


\ © Scotland and Holland, of whom we ſaid in old times, 
©we will cnquire-of them and ſo-cnded the marrer> 


* and there is pot a wiſe-man nor. woman-among 


'© chem that can diſiwade them : Strange that'Zphrairn 
©ſhould joyn with $yr44 ro vex Jada their Brother : 
© That the Netherlands, whole being is founded meor- 


«ly upgn. the intereſt you have undertaken), ſhould 
< zoyn} With the gre e Anti>chriftian intereſt , - which 

ce up again, withourchcir incvi- 
7- me 


_ 


k 
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If theſe inſtances do nor declare his hatred againſt” | 


his- preſent Majeſty »-, pray read over his Thanksgi- 
ving Sermon preached 0#. 24. 1651. for the Vidtory 
obtained againſt-him at YYorceſter : In which he em- 
prycd: our as- much Treaſon as .ever lodged in: the 
heart of any Clement or Ravillacks. 1 am _ wearied: 
with raking» in theſe Dunghills, and therefore I will 


only preſent you with his Text. "Tis Ezek. 17. 24. 


&Anad all: the Trees of the Field ſhall know that I the 


Lord have brought down the high Tree, have exalted | 


the low Tree, have dryed wp the green Tree, and bave 
made the dry Tree to flouriſh : I the Lord have ſpoken 
«nd have done it. Let it ſuffice you to conſider, thar- 
this cHMufis was-at. one or- both ends of all 0fver 
Cromwells moſt .conſliderable Counſels, by which nor 
only his preſent Majeſty was kepr-fronr his undoubt- 
ed Rights., bur all choſe Noble Royaliſts, who ar any 
rume. appeared in his Cauſe , or were bur faſpeted 
to, cndeavour his Reftauration , had-the Earth yearly 
polluted wirh their blood: - i 

His 
with the 
legiance. For. he: 


reverence and regard as that of LH 
youred to lay thar ſacred or- 


der. level with the -duſt , which ' was ſet up in the - 


Chriſtian Church 2600..years before ever 1#dependen-. 


fre © made a farteirure of the: purity of- Gods worſhip , | « 
© by an almoſt Univerſal treacherous Apoſticy. And 


| 
Avifmoeſ cy was. heard of. « We-again-in our-dayes have 

.| | aychaeng 
| «fier wards; Men tainted with zbe errors, and load” 


« cd;with-the, prefermencs of the rimes- were induſtri- 
«ouſly inſtrumental, far che.choice'of a Caprain-r& 
* rerurn ro Egypr, The darling crrors of late years, 


" Were... 


h of Canonical Obedience was obſcrved i 
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” | *were all of them ſtones of the old Babil, cloſing and 


32> >4  & &. ons, Seer rat de® 4 


a 1 


*-coupling with that tremendous Fabrick, which tho. 
© man of fin had erc&ed to dethrone Jeſus Chriſt : . 
*Came out of the Belly of that Trojan Horſe , that 
* faral Engin, which was framed to betray the City 
*of God. _—_— Now ſach yyere the Innovations of. 
*the lace Hierarchiſts : In worſhip, their Paintings, 
* Croflings, Crucifixes, Bowings, Cringings, Alcars, 


; © T apers, Wafers, 2 Anthems, Lerany, Rails, 
Ve 


; ©Images, Copes, 
 *Roman Varniſh, an Iralian dreſs for our devotion ;. 


ents; Whar were they bur 


*ro draw on conformity vvich the-Enemy of the Lord 
*Jeſus: In DoQrin, the- Divinity of Epiſcopacy, au- 
* ricular confeſhon, free-will; predeſtinarion on Faith, 
<yea vyorks foreſeen, Limbus Parrum , authority of* 
© 2 Church yvhich none knew vyhat it yyas, Cano- 
© nical Obedience, Holineſs of Churches, and the 
Hike innumerable , vvhat yvyere they bur helps to- 
SezzdZz Clara, to make all 'our Articles of Religion: 


'*ro ſpeak good Roman Catholick ? How did their 
; *old Father of Rome refreſh bis Spiric, ro ſee ſuch 


* Chariots as thoſs provided ; to bring: Eng/and again” 
< unto, him.> This--clofing yvith Popery , vvas the: 


: | «ſting in the errors of-thoſe dayes, which cauſed: 


«pining, if notdeatlvin- the Epiſcopal Por. 
He, goes on in the following Page, and faxes, © They: 


+4,,c. Biſhops had a great hatred of Godlineſs in the; 


*power thereof, gr-any- thing beyond a form in” 
«-yvhomſecycr- it- was :found 3 cſpecially-in the cxer-- 
*:ciſe of theie Juriſdifion , —_ cheir cenſures- 
« againſt. all: appearances of zeal, and -clofing up all- 
* profane. impictics ; For yyere a'man a Drunkard; a- 
AJ | Sweater, . 
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« ©Swearer, a Sabbath-breaker, an unclean perſon, fo | 
© he vvere no Puritan and had money, Pater atrrt | 
© Janus ditt,, the Epiſcopal Hcaven vyas open for | 
© them all. And vvhich vyas yvarſt of all, they had 
*centred in: their boſomes an unfathomable depth !' 
-< of power Civil and. Ecclcfialtical , to ſtamp their 
«< Apoſtatical errors vvith Authority , giving them 
"<not only the Countenance of . greatneſs, - but the 
© ſtrength of power. ———- 
When the Dotor had: thus 'preached Epilco- 
*. pacy to death in England, he marches yvith his Ma. 
s Rect Oliver into Seotland , and there- {ings - its Epini- | 
, kion. in_ theſe vvords : There, #. e. in Sion or the 
Church of Chriſt, 7# have the ſpoil of Pharaoh and | 
all his Hoaſt : -— Tere you have the Robes of Nebu- | 
- chadnezzar reſerved: —- There you have the imperial 
Ornaments of Dioclelian: —— There is the Blood of Tu- | 
lian : —— There. you bave the Rochers of the Prelates of | 
this land, bung up of late With other Garments of their | 
adherents rouled in Blood. «1 
He took the Solemn League and Covenant vvith | 
Eyes and Hands lifred up to the moſt High God: | 
a Ceremony no where commanded in Scripture, and 
'{o much beloved by him, that vwvhen he vvas brought : 
.by Mr. Colz into Y/efminſter-Hall for his Witneſs 
againſt Mr. Dutton, he refuſed to kiſs. the Book, and 
. profetled it ro be againſt his Conſcience to ſwear | 
with any other Ceremony, than Eyes and Hands | 
-lifted up to Heayen. Well, in this Oath he ſwore | 
the preſervation. of the Kings Majeſtics Perſon and :, 
-Authority, and yet for the Deexary of Ciriff Church, | | 


= —— 


£2 $ %F $8 += BY Þ ON OR EO ESE 


PIE IIEEY 


(23) 


, | Nick preferments in the Nation, he took the Zngage- 
| ment in Which Oath he renounced Kingſhip,and ſwore 


" | to be true to a Commonwealth. . He was once per- 

d  ſwaded * that the Presbyterial Government in Charches «+ s rrp: 

EP ipliſſima veritas, the very Truth it ſelf, to Which ſenſ. abou 

© | the Prelatical party ought to ſubmit. But within a few - Fay 

| years after he altered that Opinion ; and gives a very ; 

© | excellent reaſon for ir, namely becauſe ir flood in way 

of the promiſe. See this * Sermon before-the Parlia- * rhe fed. 

- | ment, in which he has a Fable concerning the Ly- f*fne/: of pro- - 

miſes and the 


on , the Fox and: the Aſs that travelled rogether , jajuines of 
; and one meeting them, wondered quo nnd iter fa- fleggering 


© | cerent; whither thuſe ill matched Aſſociates did HR 


a | bend their Courſe. © The Covenanted Proteſtancs p, zz, j839+- 


+ he compares to the Lyon, Ormonds Adherents 
w* | *(for ſo he calls them ) ro the Fox, who had ſeal- 


'*ed their Vows to the Romiſh Religion with the 

of | © Blood of the Godly party-and their own; Thoſe 

| © that were profound ro reyolt-up and down, as ſome 

'*in Munſtcr, to the Aſs. . Now how can the pro- 

© miſe ſtand: in the. way of' this Hydra > Why firſt 

© faich the Lord , though Hand- joyn in Hand, the 

*wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed , Prov. 11. 20, 

«Nextly, though they will give their power to the 

< Beaſt and fight againſt rhe-Lamb, conſenting in-+ 

© this, though they agree in nothing elſe.-in the - 

«world, yet they ſhall be. broken in pieces. — If - 

| * Rezin | the Son of Remaliah, Syria and Ephraim--- 

© If Covenant and Prelacy , Popcry and Treachery, . o 
[+ Blood and ( as-ro-thar ) Innocency , joyn Hand in + 

©," Hand to ſtand in the way of the promiſe, yer I will * 

: oe | DOT inthis joyn with them ſayes the Lord. Though + 

_— they. - 
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© they were preſcryed all diſtinftly in their ſeveral | 
t intereſts for Seven Years, in their murual. conflis, | 


© that. they might be ſcourges ro one. another; yer-if 
© they Cloſe to keep off the Engagement of God in 
<the word of his promiſe, not much more than the 


- © Fourth: part of one Year, ſhall conſuine ſome of | 


©rhem to nothing, -and fill the redidue with..indignati- 
© on and anguiſh, 


Sir, This is the perſon whom -you: magnify for | 


: the grearnels of his parrs.and learning, and the picty 


of his life and writings. Though I perceive nothing | 


of rhe firſt which ſhould make me admire him above | 


other ordinary mortals, yet I have more charity | 
(though mommy half ſo much reaſon) for him, * 
c 


than ad once for the Regular Clergy of this | 
Church , * Who for the greater part, eſpecially of the 


greateſt, had a falſe repute of learning, and yet taking | 


advantages of wulear eſteem, they bar d out as though | 


they had engrofſed a Monopoly of it : Though I preſume | 


the world was never deceived by more empty pretenders; | 
eſpecialy in reſpect of any ſolid knowledge in Divinity or | 
Antiquity. Well, though he is pleaſed to tell the Long | 
Parliament, that the pg and the greater part of! 
the honeſt Clergy were Dunces , yer I will allow | 
him as great parts as he pleaſes to affume unto him-! 
ſelf. But you know thoſe do bur enable men to! 
do the greater miſchief, even as the ſiyeereſt mears| 
make the moſt ſtinking excrements. This the Door 


intimates to you himſelf in his magnifye 1 Book 
* Through the righteous judgment of God lopping off the! 


Top-flowers of the pride of men, it lrequently comes 10. 
29+ , that thoſe that are furniſued with the greateſt abi-| ' 


| 
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'feties » do lay them out to a quite contrary End , unte 
which is their natural proper tendency and aim. From 
whom ( for the moſt part ) are all the Commutions in the 
world is it not from theſe men? were not men ſo 
wiſe, the Pyorld perhaps would be more quiet, when the 
end of Vriſdom us to keep in quietneſs. This is the 
beſt paſſage I have mer with in his whole Book; bur 
che miſchict is , Phyſirians often preſcribe thar ſtri& 
Diet ro their Patients, which they ({cldome or neyer 
obſerve themlelyes. 

Bur pray Sir , be not too confident of the opi- 
nion even of a pious and good man : For ſuch an 
one may be deceived himtelt, and then ir is the 
caſieſt thing .in the world for him to deceive others. 
Do bur ſeriouſly peruſe that carncſt entreaty of St. 
Paul, Rom. 16. 17, 18. I beſeerh you Brethren ( layes 
he ) #0 mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences 
contrary to the Doctrine , which ye have learned and 4- 
void them: For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 


| Feſrus Chriſt but their 'own Belly, and by good words 
| and fair ſpeeches deceive the Hearts of the Simple. In 


this Scripture, Seducers are Characterized, and the 
Roman Chriſtians cautioned againſt them. . They arc 
Characerized to cauſe Diviſions, ms diyoroing, to 
make parties, to canton themſelves into faCtions , 
being ar a diſtance from their Brethren , and becom- 
ing a Church of themſelves : And they create ſcru- 
ples in the Minds of their hearers , ſo that the-igno- 
rant' well-meaning fort of Chriſtians , are offended 
at the Doctrine, which before they beliey'd and em- 


#8] braced. For meeting with thoſe Golden-Tongued 


97% 


tes, 


Teachers, -that pretend Communion with God, and 
E love 
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love unto their Souls, they are preſently enſnared * 


with their gvod Words and fair Speeches, Theſe you 
arc commanded to avoid. For though poſlibly they 


may not crre in any fundamental Article of the Chri- | 


ſtian Faich, bur be Chriſtians, yet / Paw beſerch you 
ro mark them and avoid them. Do n«t pretend to 
ſuch Niccnels and Curioſiry as firlt ro ſearch into 


rhe depth and tendency of their Principles , but a- , 


void them, have nothing co do with them : And in- 
deed ir is the caſieſt thing imaginable , for any man 
of ordinary parts and extraordinary confidence to 


ſpcak great ſwelling words of vanity, 'and by thoſe | 


ro captivate and enſnare vulgar minds. 


Bur God is pleaſed ſometimes ſo viſibly to dil- | 


play the Wiſdom and Mercy of his Providence , as 


even to ſtrip the Hypocrites quite Naked of all 


their Varniſh, ro diſcover the ſtench and rottenneſs 
of their Hearts , ſo that not only thcir folly and dil- 


{imulation, bur baſeneſs and impicty are made ma- | 


nifeſt ro all men. God does not allwayes permit 
the Dew! 70 transform: himſelf into an Angel of Light. 


And it you weigh the good words and. fair fpeech- | 


es of the Dodors Tongue, with the perjurics and 


perfideouſneſs of his Soul, he will not appear ſuch a | 
Miniſter that is alwayes cloathed with Righteouſneſs , | 


nor ſuch a YYo/f that is at all times inveſted in Sheeps 
Cloathing. 


If this be not ſufficient ro reify your judg- | 
ment concerning Dr. Owex, take one inſtance more : 
into your conſideration; and thar is,, that he was. | 
the Darling of that perſon, who was equally the | 

belt of Men | 


Enemy of God, Chriſtianity. and the 


and 


| < Spirit in your great undertakings. Neither did the 
| Doefors Judgment alter concerning him : For in'* an- 
| other Epiſtle writ many years after, he thus beſpeaks © 5ainrs. 
| his righneſe : © Sir, of both Temporal and Spiritual 


B & 


; and Kings. For when 0/ver char Monſter of Man- 


kind, had degraded the Rwnpers, and made thoſe 
Enthuſiaſtick Saints, who were the Creators of his 
Power, to be the Holders of his Stirrops, nay the 


| very Foot-ſtools of his Cruelty and infolence, This 


Communtionift ( having a Confcience that would all- 
wayes bend and Crouch to Crozznells deligns, though 
it be fo ſtiff now towards the Kings Laws ) cept 


' into his fayour, was nouriſhed in his boſome, and 


continued his <Acbizophel to his dying day. I am 
apt ro think, that if O{ver did not make the Book 


of Commmwnion with God, yet he had art leaſt a Finger 


in the Pye. I will preſent you with a paſlage in 

* one of his Epiſtles to his Highmef#, and then per- |, . 

h 7 lubſcribe ro my Opinion. His words 39% 
aps you may tublcribe y Vp 5 Branch of the 


| are theſe. ©] preſent ® them to your cxcellency , £4. 


©not only becauſe the Riſe of my Call to this fer- | 7% 5 


© vice, under God, was from you; bur allo becauſe 


' © in carrying of it on ,. I have received from you, in 


* weakneſſes and remprations wherewith I am ex- 
* compaſſed, that daily ſpiritual retreſkment and 


| *ſupporr, by inquiry into, and diſcovery of the deep 


*and hidden diſpcnfarions of God row ards his ſecret 


| © ones , which my ſpirit is raught to value. The 
' « carrying on of the inrercft of the Lord Jelus a- 


* mongſt his Saints, m all his wayes, which are 
«Truth and Rightcouſneſs, being the aim of your 
* Before his 


fe ſeveranie 


« 000d things you have had the full expericncc «----- 


E 2 « Your 
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[ © Your intereſt in and acquaintance with the later; | 
<is as of incomparably more imporcance in it ſelf,” ; 
*{o. antwerably of - more value and eſteem - unto: | 
t 

you 


Burt notwithſtanding theſe great endearments- 
| berween theſe two Saints : Yer the Doctor requited: | 
14 Oliver bur after a ſtrange rate for his ſpiritual re-: 
| freſhments, when he became the:Inſtrument of Ru-. 
ine , to that Ephemeron Protector , . Richard. his Son. 
| The Reaſon was, becauſe that Kickſhaw of Autho... 
|| rity and Policy eſpouſed the Presbyterian Intereſt , . | 
dethrowned Ower from his Vicechancellorſhip, and . | 
[] deanſed St. Marries Pulpit of him and his Brother . | 
| | Geed win. This laſt a& , he roo very. unkindly, | ] 
301 and our of ſpite fer up a Lecture at another Church, ' | | 
i uſing theſe words : t have built Seats at Maries, but . | | 
| | les the Dottors find Auditors, for. 1 will preach as Pe-- | } 
Adj rers ix the Eaſb.. C 
Well then, reflet upon the, premifſes, and if- | 1 
r 
I; 
Y 


T _—_— 


you will renounce. all natural and revealed Laws, | t 

and make a new Goſpel, wiz..that of rhe Spirir, | 

| which the Papifs would have: done heretofore, and - | 

| the Independents would ſer up now : If other A 16 
of Saints mult be given, . than what God himſelf> | © 

| | has revealed ro us in the Oracles of life, then we - | © 

tf [| may admit Owen -into the Number : Bur till then I ſhall - | ©: 

| 

| 
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have as high an Opinion of any Hedfor -or Ruffian- | © 

for Saintſhip, as I have of his Doforſbip unleſs you - | © 

will make folemn perjuries .co contain leſs guilt in, | *1 

them than cuſtomary Oaths. . M. 

Wl Now Good Sir, ( while. ] think on't ) let me: | *| 

[1 requeſt-rhe fayqur that you would ule your endeayours- | ©t 
| | | with 


[ % 
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with this Dodor ro inform you , what ir was that' 


| did ablolve him from the Obligation of the Oarhs 
| forementioned,, or whether he yer thinks himſelf 


freed from his laſt Oath, ſo beneficial to him, I 
mean the Engagement. | can imagine nothing that 
ſhould cancel the Obligation of his former Oaths, 
buc what is alledged by the Jeſuirs in the ſame caſe, 

z. It Princes are Hereticks : If they Apoſtatize 


; from a true: Religion to a falſe; or perhaps ( as the” 


Doctor will have'it) it they are Tyrants, that is, 
ſuch as obſtrudt the progreſs of the good oid cauſe, 
or will nor expole Chriſtianity tro the rage and fury 
of all Sets and Hereftes, nor conſent to the abo- 
lithing of what is orderly and decent in Gods wor- 
ſhip. It any of theſe things can abſolve him from 
his Oaths, then God help- King Charles the Second : 
| For that which cut the Throat of the Father , may 
| do the ſame kindneſs for” the Son, And indeed * 
| Dr. Opcx is furniſhed with Principles' fitted as di- 
| realy for the doing of ſuch a fear, as any of thoſe 


To har: we X Charina-Croſs.: 
| Regicides thar: were exalted at Charing-Cro/s.. I hope »rwat_ 


- | you will belicye his own words... ** All forms of ;,, £5, 
, | « Government amongſt men', if-they 'cither ſo dege- Di/miſics 16 


| *nerate of-themlelyes that they become dire&ly op-' R#- Þ-7+ 3+ 


| © poſite, or are ſo ſhattered by providential Revyolu-: 


 *Jutions as to become uleleſs as to their proper end, | 


. | © may and ought to be changed, and not upon other 
. | « accounts : But now for other things in Govern- 


'*ment, as the particular way, whereby: perſons thall 
© be deſigned unto it, the continuance of the ſame 


 |©perſons in it, for a leſs or greater proportion of ' 
| *rime,. the-exetcile of leſs or more power” by ſome” 


« forts, +, 


-* Gods pre- 
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<ſorts, or the whole Body of them that are ruled, 
©the uniting of men for ſome particular ends by 
© Bonds and Engagements and the like occaſional 
*Emergencies , the Univerſal diſpoſal of them. is 
© roulcd on prudence to at according to preſent cir- 
© cumſtances. If this paflage be nor ſufficient , take 
anotizer delivered in the preſence of ſuch a Parlia- 
ment as never before fat at Y/Xfminſter ; For it was 
the Parliament of England, Scotland and Ircland. It 
was great pitty that France was wanting. Thus he 
beſpeaks their attention :. ** Hear me <©£ſfz, and all 


ſence with bis © Jada and Benjamis : It ever God cealc to call Saints, 


people the 


fpring of the 


roſperity. 
Cited 
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©rhat -is, men interefled perſonally in Chriſt, to 
© places of Chicf Authority in this Nation, or com- 
© mit the power of it-into ether hands; and when 
© thoſe called ro-power, ceaſe to exert it in a ſub- 
« ſerviency to the Kingdom of Chriſt, for the true 
© ſpiritual advantage of his people, there will be an 
*cnd of Exglands glory and happineſs. I fay, bear 
<yc this all ye people. | 

« This |. have delivered long ago, and many 
« timcs in this place, this I ſay ſtill, and in this per- 
*< ſualion hope to live and dye. I hope fo roo. Bur 
then what a mean »Opinion muſt all Subje&s have 
of that Prince , nay what deſperate attempts will 
many of them make againſt his perſon, from whoſe 
Government they can expet neither Glory nor 
Happineſs * Now according to the Dodors Princi- 
ples it cannot be hoped for from his preſent Maje- 


ſty. For his very ufting of the Common-}rayer de- | 


clares him not ro be parſonally interefſed in Chriſt ; 


.and his zealous exccution of his late Law againſt | 


Con- * 
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| Conventicles ' manifeſts that he does not exert his 


power cither in ſubſerviency to Chrifts Kingdom , 


| or for the ſpiritual advantage of his | age I for- 


bear to argue upon the Principle firſt quoted. For 


| any Reader of a very ordinary capacity may ſce from 
| it, thar if thoſe pre/exe circumſtances which now make 
| us obedient to his Majeſty, once alter or vary, we 


may withdraw our obedience from him : Becauſe 


| continuance of the ſame perſons in Government for a leſs 


or greater proportion of time , is rouled on prudence to 


| aft according to preſent circumſtances. And if any 
| Enemy ſhould be fo ſucceſsful againſt rhe preſent 
| Government as to ſhatter it, then it may, nay it ought 
| 20 be changed, 


Bur 1 cannor yer leave requeſting another kind- 


| neſs from you, and thar is to prevail with Dr. Owen 


ro acquaint you what fatisfaction he has given the 
World for the crimes before mentioned. His per- 


| juries are evident ro any. ordinary reaſon : His blaſ. 
pheming of the Lirurgy , and his: damning us and 
| our Anceſtors, are evident-in the forcited words of 
| his Book: His laying a Foundation for the deſtru- 
| Rion of His preſent Majeſty, -and his Goyernment 
| plainly appears from the paſſages now quored in his 
| Sermons: His being a Machiavel ro Cromwell , de- 
; Clares that by his Counſels he made Women widows, 


Children Fatherleſs, and Gentlemen Beggars. All 
the ſatisfaftion that I know of, which he gives the 


| World for theſe things is : To cEallenge all men to 


charge him wth doing the leaſt perſonal injury unto any, 


| profeſſing himſelf ready to give ſatufaltion to any onc 
| Fhat can juſtly claim it, I believe Dr. Reynolds thought 


himſe!f 


V ind. Ani- 
mad, on Flat- 
Lux. 
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him lf. injured, when the Paſtor of the Church of 
Carift , . which is 43 Coggelſhal ix Efſex, became 
Dean of Cyriſt- Church, which #.im the ,V piver ity of 
Oxford, It he did. not,, I could name one that 
did. 

Burt to what . purpole is that challenge ? For it 
isa very eaſy matter for One of ſuch reputed parts 
as Dr. Owen to be ſuch. a proficient in doing mil- 
chicts.and injurics, that the injured perſon ſhall noc 
know from what immediate Hand his ruine was 
derived. Beſides, ir is not the demands. of the in- 
jured, but the guilt of the injurer, that- oblige him 
to a reſtitution. Thoſe- injuries which this paper 
mentions are not perſonal bur publick , which give 
them a qoqger Dye and TinQure ; . even as he is to 
be eſteemed a greater Thief, who robs a Nation, 
than he who cuts a Purſe. And were it my Calc , 
as it is Dr. Owens, I would not for a Thouſand 
Worlds depart this life, till I. had given ſome fatis- 
fattion to the. Ezg/z/þ Chuech and Nation for thoſe 
miſchiets which my Counfels, Preaching , Praying 
and Writing drew nor only upon the Royal Family 
and Church , bur upon the lives, liberties and for- 
runes of ſo many Loyal Gentlemen, who were ei- 
rher murthered in cold Blood, or impriſoned and 
baniſhed, that fo they might periſh by degrees and 
unobſerved. - 
| Bur .perhaps a -Day of Humiliation will be as 

ſufficient .co purity his Conſcience from the tore- 
mentioned impietics, as others eſteem the blood 
.of —_ ro purge .their Conſcionces from .dead 
works. 


And 


as 


| 
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And yet theſe charity would oblige me to paſs 
yer in lilence , even as his Majeſty has pardoned 
them in his mercy, did not the Doctor Cp his 
Crimes, and make the Kings Oblivion the. chief 
Subjctet of his own. For he till: meditates Diviſion 
and Schilm , and thereby declares himſelf like thoſe 
Beaſts and Birds of prey, that having once taſted 
Blood, will {till hunger and thirſt after more. Der. 
Owen will tell you. in his pwn words, what hopes 
there are of his Repentance. There are ( fayes he ) 
ſuch abiding impreſſions lef# on the Souls of as many 4s 
have been cngaged in the work of God in this Nation 
from the beginning to the end, us will never be blotted 


Gods work in 
Founding 


Sion. 


pag. 44+ 


out. The eruth is I think ſo too. For we may as + 


ſuccefsfully -arrempr the change of a Leopards Spots 
or a Black-meres Hew, as of an habituated SeQary, 
whoſe only -projects for .greatneſs are to be the Head 
of a Faction by oppoſing the Head of a Church. 
Neither is this ſpoken without Book as tg the pra- 
ices of the Doctor, witnels 
That Catechiſm which you were pleaſed to 
:beſtow on me, -and ſend with his other Books, cal- 
led CA Brief Introduttion to the YVorſhip of God , and 
Diſcipline of the Churches of the New Teſtament : Which 
alcrhough. it 'be withour any name annexed to it, 
yer if we may guels at Hercwles by his Foot, or at 
the Doftors Book by the Company it came with, 
the ſubje& matter ir contains, the nature of ns ſtile 
and one argument more that I could uſe, 1 may as 
confidently pronounce Dr. Over to be irs Author, 
as he was of that Primmer , by the Learning of 
which little Childrea were 'to be reformed into 7- 
x F depen- 
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dependency. For it is very dangerous for the Boyes | 
and Girls of the Godly party to be taught the Old : 
Primmer : For that contains a. great part of that | 
- wicked ſuperſtitious Book, the Common-Prayer. | 
| 


Wirneſs his fiſhing out the Kings Counſels , 
. * and enquiting whether things went well as to his- 

ear Diana, Liberty of Confcience ? How His Ma- 

jeſty ſtood afteted ro it ? Whether he would con- 

nive at it, and the Execution of Laws againſt it? 

W ho were or could be made his Friends at Court? 

Whar Bills were like ro be put up in Parliament ? 

' How that Aſſembly was united or divided, &c. And 
according ro the current and diſpoſition of affairs, | 
* Philip Ny© he did acquaint his * Prder-Officers , and they by. | 
— their Letters cach Poſt were to inform their Fra- | | 
Anh.ralmer rernity in each Corner of the Kingdom, how things | 
"a were likely ro-go with them, how they ſhould or- | 

Brooks their buſmels, and cither for a time omit or continue 
—_— their Conwearictes, &c. | | 
—_— ; Witneſs his laſt Book againſt Far-Zux, in which | 
—Loader, ' while he writes againſt the Tyranny of the Pope, he 
mo. covertly undermines the juſt Authority of the King; 
and though he condemns the Idolatry and Superſti- | 
-tion of the Church of Rome, yer his words declare 
his meaning, viz. That the Exgiiſh Church is as | 
xk. 16. 46. truly her Siſter in both thoſe abominarions, as * Je- 

ruſalem Was tO Samaria. 

Witneſs his poyloning fome Country Juſtices of 
the peace, with his pernicious principles, thar ſo they | 
might defiſt from executing penal Laws againſt his 
Brethren. Laſtly, 

Witneſs his laſt Book againſt the Ecoleftsftical 

| Polity, 
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Polity, by which he thought to haye put a ſtop te 
the whole proceedings of the Parliament, and to 
have involved the whole Nation in Confuſion and 
Blood. | 

Theſe have been the Methods by which he uſed 
ro keep his Tribe in one fic of zeal, and conſtant 
pang of devotion. And it thele had been connived 
at , or prevailed, certainly no Epgii//b Man would 
have been fo ſenceleſs as ro have turned Sudwcee and 
denzed the Reſurre&ion of Independency. And in- 
decd ir only wants this one thing to make it com- 
pleatly victorious, v#z. to throw Epiſcopacy out of the 
Saddle as it did Presbyzery, and bring the Hierarchy of 
the Church to the lame black as it did the Honar- 
chy of the ſtare. 

By the Dodors thus blowing of the Coles, be 
keeps the Fire from going our, and fo imitates the 
Fox ( of which I have either read or heard this ſto- 
ry ) that having cut off his Tail, perſwaded the 
W helps of the ſame litter co caſhier off theirs alſo, 
thinking that by having more Companions , he 
ſhould have the leſs Deformity. Thus the Door 


having made Communion with God inconſiſtanc with 


the Communion of the Exe/z/» Church , he would 
himſelf avoid ſingularity and involve others in the 
ſame guilt. For if a multitude combine to do mil- 
chief , that would overaw Authority, that it ſhould 
be ſo far from enacting new Lays, as not to dare ro 


pur the old ones in cxccution. 


The truth is ( for I would give the Devil his 
due ) I do nor believe that Dr. Owen wants cither 
Parts or Learning enoygh to diſcover truth from 

F 2 falſhood 
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falſhood or realities from ſhadows, I mean to diſi 
ern the Reftirade of our-way of worlhipping God. 
and the Detormi:y and Crookedneſs of his own- 
Bur if he ſhould acknowledge this, theſe two miſe 
chiefs, amongſt: many others would enſue, viz. He- 
would forſake his Principles and exaſperate his par- 

For that Dr. Owen the Atlas of Independency , 
one thar- holds. Communion with God, has writ alafgo 
Folio about perſeverance of Saints, that: he ſhould 
turn Apoſtate, this would bring an- ilt report upon 
the Godly: party and the good 9/4 Cauſe, nay it would 
be ſuch a confuration- of the forementioned Fo/zo:, 
as John Goodwin could never write, though he had 
once-the yalour- ro appear in the open Field again{t 
Eight Men. To be Loyal and Conformable naw 
would be ſcandalous to all the Congregational 
Churches both in Xe»- Eueland" and Od, it would 
be publiſhed - in Gazh, and caule the uncircumciſed 
Gonformiffs Triumph. Nay, it would enrage the 
whole Tribe of the Army Saints, the Independents , 


which are none of - the Tameſt Creatures : And 


therefore it- is far -better for him to- fall into the 
Hands of God: by continuing in his perjuries- and 
Schifms-, than into the Hands of his party , by 
returning to the Communion. of, the Engi/h 
Church. | 

And indeed this is the Cafe of' ſome other Gen- 
tlemen as well as Dr. Over. -I will preſent you with 
ſome inſtances. 


De. cAanton ( once the - famous preacher of. 


Covuent-Garden-Cburch, and then of Covent-Gardens 
Gpveriicle, bur mych more famous when he con» 


lecrated., 
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ſecrated Cromwell by prayer tro his Office of Prote« 

for ſhip in YVeftminſter-Hall,” and after thar fat in the 
Hieh-Court of Tuftice, to countenance its godly procee- 

dings againſt Dy. Hewer and other rebellious Cayeliers: 

this far DodFor had a far Deanary deligned him upon 

ſuſpition he would conform, * a propoſal that made * *rording: 
the good man heſtcate , and raiſed as many cloaths ms _ 
and {cruples in his conſcience, as ever he had done Fs. + rent 
before in any of his Auditors. After much faſting {6c ob/ige 
and praying, confultation' with Friends and many days 7 mwin 
of humiliarion, ar-laſt all the tumbling and jumbling n 

of his thoughts united in this concluſion, thar 

a good Deanary was a ſufficient Potion to make him 

Vomir up the Covenant, or in one word 70 cor- 
form. This beating of his Pulſe was preſently un- 


derſtood by ſome of- his ſtift Diſciples : and ar kſt 


| it came to the knowledge of a Female Sainr, who 


had waſted much time in reading of-his- Books, bur 
much more Paper, Ink and Goofe-Quils in writing 
of his Sermons. The unexpeed news of Mantons 
intentions cauſed her yery much to ſtagger in her 
Faith, and pur her into a ſtudious ſearching of his 


' Written as well as Printed Sermons : She extracts: 


out of - both cvery- ſentence that made: for the Co- 
wenant, for the Government 'of Presbyrery, for the 
Honor: of SmetFymnrus , or that made againft the 


| Biſhops and Liturgie of the Church: She purs all- 


this ſtuff into a Letter, and-fends it to the Do#or; . 

and it- proved ſv weighty and powerful , that the | 

good man became her Proſetire ,aletr Covent-Garden 5 

Reftory , refuſed the Deanary,, and now ſticks as 

cloſe-ro the Coycnant of Scerland as any good Chri-- 
1 
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'Rtian does to the Covenant of Grace. And it is 


chought that he has loſt nothing by the bargain , 
gaining as much by being the preacher of Covenr- 
Garden-Converticle, as it he had continued ReQor 
of Covent-Gerden-Church, and been guilry of thar 
damnable fin called r/uralities by having the Deax- 
ary into boot, He liked it fo well, that the Kings 
Commands could not prevail with him to leave ir, 
till he was ſent to the Gere-Howſe , where he has 
received more Rents and preſents from his Diſci- 
ples (as we Country-Folk are made to believe) than 
if he had enjoycd the beſt Biſhoprick in the Nati- 
ON. 

Bur although the perſwaſions of this Lady did 
meer with ſuch ſuccels upon the Docor , yer his 
dig not produce the like eftet upon another Gen- 
tleman, who did once frequent Claſſical Ledtures, 
and as it was falſly conceiyed had his judgment lea. 
ning to Presbytery, being as faithful ro that, as ever 


. any poor man was unto his Wife. The Claſſical 


Brotherhood wondred that he did not joyn with 


them in their conſultations relating” ro thar faral day 
of black Bartholomew, which (it Presbytery be revived) : 


muſt nor, be joyned with the dayes of the Year, 
nor come into the Number of the Moneths. Ar 
laſt Dr. Manton and Dr. Bates meet him in the ſtreet; 
thc laſt ct whom takes him ſecretly to task, and as 
it he had been Chairman, demanded, what! Do you 
mean to conform? Will you now deſert us? Bur 
his Brother ' Mann ar that time having not only 


more guts in his Belly bur bis Brains , pulled him 


away 
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away by his Cloak, and by that means pur an end 
ro his HeQoring Diſcourſe. | 

By this it may be perceived how dangerous ir 
is even for a ſuppoſed Member of a fation, ro dif- 
oblige it by a ſeparation , it is no other than for a 
Souldicrero deſert his Colours. This ſtory I had 
from the Gentleman himſelf, who is a perſon of 
great modeſty and worth , and mt not our 
of a principle of intereſt but honeſty, having had no 

eferment in the Church , till what was lately 
Citoved on him by a great Miniſter of State. 

The other I had from a yery worthy perſon, 
who abhorrs and ſcorns a lye as much as the Devil 
Joves it. But 1 have made a digreſſion, and return to 
my former Subject. 

' Good Sir, give me leaveto ask you, what hopes - 
can be conceived of this DodFor , whom _—— 
Oaths could make Loyal in former dayes, nor the. 
Mercy of his Majeſty obedient and ſubmiſſive now. 
Nay, upott whom his own voluntary engagements 
have no maner of power-ro make him quiet and. 
peaceable in the Land. 

I will but mention that. promiſe which he made 
ro the late Lord Chancellor, who treated him with 
all kindneſs and reſpet , and deſigned him, if he 
would not conform, to imploy his time- and abilities | 
in- writmg againſt the Papiſts, and not to violate 
publick Laws and endanger publick peace by keep- 
ing Conventicles, Dr. Owen gave him his word that 
he. would be obedient ro his commands, But how 
well he kept it, Mr. Galloway of Oxford well knows, 
who not long after found him preaching to abour 

| | Thir- 
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 "Thirty-or Fourty of -tho Godly party at his own 
Houſe in Sradbam. This was {gnified ro the Lord 


Chancellor, who came after ro Cornbury. Dr. Oner 
writ to Dr. Barlow ( whom he had obliged with the 
like kindneſs in the -Reign of Oliver) and delired 
him ro-mediate on his behalt to that .greayg .perſon. 
Mr. Provoſt, who is never backward to do any one 
a-kindneſs, went to Cornbary, where he received 
this anſwer from the -Zarle-of Clarenaons own Lips, 


viz. That Dr. Ovez was a perfideous perſon, in that | 


be had violated the engagements betore ſpecityed, 
and therefore that he would haye nothing to do 
with him, but leave him to the penalty of thoſe 
Laws he had -tranſgreſſed. Upon this the Doctor 
reſolved for New-Eng/and. Bur ſince then, the 
Wind was never -in a right point for that Voy- 
age. | 

Bur I will not preſume any longer to tire your 
patience by dilating upon the perjuries, and pertide- 
ous as well as ſeditious practices of your Friend. 
Yer give me leave a little ro examine his Principles, 
and in the firſt place, that before mentioned in his 
Book of Communion. Where he affirms, that to ſay, 


_ the Church has power to z/irure or appoint any Ce. 


remony in Gods worſhip , yes at the, bottom of all the 
horrible Super ft.fion and Idolatry, of all the confuſion , 
blood, perſecution ana warrs, that have been for a lowg 
ſeaſon is the Chriftian World. But Generalia, non pun- 
gunt. And therefore he tells you more particularly, 
that the Common-Prayer was the chicf thing that cn- 
raged God to bereave us of our peace, and to per- 
mir cery mans Hand io be lifted up againſt his 

Brother, 


7 > 

Brother, the laſt Cezil ZYar. Theſe are his own 
words, The great controverſie that God has had with 
this Nation for ſo many years, and nhich he has pur- 
ſued with ſo much anger and indignation, was upon this 
account , that contrary to the glorious light of the Goſpel 
among us, the Vills and Fancies of Men under the 
ame of Order, Decency and Authority of the Church, 
were impoſed on Men in the VVazes and YViorſhip of 
God. 

This by the way is no modern ſlander , but 
ferched from thoſe malicious Heathens in the dayes 
of St. Auwfin. For when the Empire was invaded by 
the barbarous Gozbs, the Heatheniſh Natives in Jta/y 
affirmed, that the cauſe of all that confuſron and 
blood, perſecution and YVars among them, was be- 
cauſe of the poor Chriſtians embracing of Chriſtia- 
nity. | 
: But who made Dr.0»ex a Judge of Gods proceed- 
ings againſt Exg/and? Or informed him thar the Litmrgy 
of our Church in which we pray to be delivered 
from Plagues and Famines, Batrels and AMurthers , 
ſhouid be the procuring Cauſes of all ſuch Calami- 
ties? Ir ſeems the Divine Judgments are not fo great 
a deep bur the Dodfor can farhome them. I could 
rell him of ſome other Jonas that raiſed the rem- 
peſt of the laſt Czvil Yar, and give him inſtances 
out of Sacred and Ecclefiaſtick Hiſtories, how the 
cauſe of Truth and Goodneſs has been ofcen blaſted 
by unexpe&ed providences. -But to argue a lictle more 
cloſely. 7.3 

Thar which moved God to inflit one Judge- 
ment .upon 'us., may exaſperate him ro inflit the 

ſame 


_ COT 
_—cm————_— _ 
noe AS conronmnns nn 


K———————— ee A = -— —_ 


Zeph, }- 1s, 


IC 6 41 il, 


(42) 


ſame or a far greater. If then the Common-Prajer 
was the Fountain' of all that. corfuſorn 4nd bloud, 
which was ſhed the-laſt Civil Yiar, it might be the 
cauſe of ' our lare ſweeping and. conſuming Fire , 
when God was pleafed ( as the Propher ſpeaks ) 7+ 
powr out our Blood as duſt, and our Fleſh as dung : 


we 4nd onr Fathers praiſed him , and to- lay all our pleca- 
ſant places wait. And then the King and his two 
Houles of Parliament have made Laws not to ſc- 
cure. bur betray Chriſtianity , and to corrupt it with 
Idolatry and Superſtition, nay to provoke God to 
his 'Facc, that he ſhall make one Judgment uſher 
in another till he has cither deſtroyed us and made 
us become no people, or convinced us of the 4ea- 
theniſm, A nti-chriſtiaziſm, Idolatry and Superflition of 
the Common-Prayer-Book.. 

Bur Sir, I could name ſome principles. fetched 
out of Dr. Qzexs own writings, which hayc a more 
dire&: rendeacy in them, than the EZvgi# Liturgy 
to introduce Hratheni/m and IHolatry, confuſion and. 
blood, and fo tro make this whole Nation an Acheb- 
ders and a. Golgotha. po 

I ſhall not preſume to examine all the princi- 
ples of Independency as they. are reckoned up by 
Salrnafixes ( who had thanks returned him. from his 
Majeſty by Dr. a4vr/ey now Biſhop of FYinecheffer for 
his Book) viz, That the Kingdom of Chriſt is in- 
conſiſtent with Monarchy in a State : Thar all Kings 
( Chriftians. not excepred) are the Enemies of Chrilt; 
Fhat none bur dependents are Saints, &c. I ſhall 
content my felt only with three of the Dodors _ 


Pray 


| When he was plealcd zo deſtroy his own Henſes, where | 
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darling Opinions, or Ptinciples beſides thoſe already 
ſpoken of. 

The Firft is this, 7h4t ſucceſs in any Cinſe or En- 
rerprize declaims it to be lawful and juſt, and that 
to pnrſae it is to comply, with the Vrill of God; be- 
canſe it is to follow the condnt# of his Providence. The 
Dotors writings abound with this Divinity : But I 
ſhall only tranſcribe two or thtee paſſages which 
now occur to my thoughts. A little before the 
Murther of His Late Majeſty, he thus cxhorts the 
Artny-Saints at Colecheffer : * Up and be doing you 
© that are about the work of the Lord. Your Ene- 
© mics are6 bread ready ro be eaten, *and yield you 
© refreſhtnent. Do you think if our Armies had 
© not Walked in a trodden path , they could have 
*made ſuch journeys as they have done of Jate? 
« Had not God marched before them and traced our 
« their way from Kerr to Eſſex, from YYales to the 
< Notth, their Carcaſles long e're this had been caſt 
«into the Field. Their work was done in Heayen 
«before they begun it. God was gone over the 
< Mulberry Trees; the work might have been done 
< by Children, though he was pleaſed to imploy 
« fach worthy itiſktuments. They ſee I doubr nor 
« their own norhingheſs in his All-fafficiency. Go 
< on then, but with this caution, fearch by all 
« wayes and means ro find the foorſteps of the 
« Mighty God, going before you. In the ſame Set- 
mon, he farther relfs his Auditors, ** A ſerions 
cyiew of what God has done in this Nation of tate, 
* what Armies he has deſtroyed, whar ſtrong holds 
« demoliſhed, what proud _ Spirits defeared---- 
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<is enough to make us admire the riches of his loye | 


all our dayes. We know what eſteem a Man ſets 


« upon his Jewel by the price he gives for it. Sure- | 


«ly God values them, for whom he has given the ho- | 


<nors, the parts, the politics, the lives of ſo many | 


© Tall Cedars , as of late he has done. ——- And a 


< little afrer. In the lace Engagement in this Coun- | 


*©try, when God ſtirred us up with ſome others in 
© theſe parts, to make ſome oppolition to the Ene- 
* my at Chelmsford, what were think you.cthe work- 
*ings of Gods Providences. againſt them ? How 
© came it to pals that we were not {wyallowed up by 
«them ? For Firſt, They were deſirous to. ruine us. 
c — They were able rodoir. Thirdly, They 
< were reſolved. to do it- Fourrhly, They were pro- 
«yaked ro do it. Fifthly, They were alſo invited 
[todo ir. Now being x be advantaged Why 
« did they nor attempr it ? Is it noc worth the 
<while to. ſee how much they were reſtrained ? 
< Was rot much of Gods wiſdom icen in mixing. a 
« Spirit of giddineſs and error in the mid(t of them----? 
<Was not his power ſeen. in cauſing experienced 
« Souldiers, as they were, with: their multitudes, 
«to be afraid of a poor Handful of unskilful men----? 
< Was not his Juſtice exalted in keeping them only 
< for the Pir which they digged for others > Doubt- 
< leſs the Hand of God. was lifced up. How was 
ir poſſible for the King to eſcape Death and his 
Adherents ruine , when all the Attributes. of God 
were thus cngaged againſt him? I will preſent you 
with one paſlage more our of Terons Funeral Ser- 


mon, the main intent of which is to parallel him 
with 
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with Daxzel. And he begins with wiſdom , and 
fays there are two things which «diſtinguiſh ic from 
* that Policy which God abhors. Firft, A graci- 


©ous diſcerning of the Mind of God, according to 


© his appearance. of affaires wherein men are em- 
*ployed, Ac. 6.:9. Ir is the VViſdom of a Man 
ro {ee the name of God, to be acquainted with his 
Will, his Mind, his aim in things , yvhen his pro- 
© vidential yoice crycth to the City. Allthe works 
©oft God have their voice: thoſe of {ignal providences 
© ſpeak aloud , they cry to the City : Here is the 
© Man of Wiſdom that can ſee his name in ſuch 
*diſpenſations. Secondly, Such acquaintance with 
© the ſeaſons of providence, as. to know the duty of 
*the people of God in them, r Chrep. 12.32. -— Now 
*in both theſe did this gift of God ſhinc in tis de- 
*ccaſed Saint. Aud afteryards, Danicls employ. 
* ment was the receiving and holding out from 
God, Viſions of ſignal providential Alterations, 
* ifpoſing and tranſpoling of States, Nations, King- 
<doms and Dominions : What he had in Specula» 
* tion vyas this Mans part to follow in Action : He 
«yas an eminent Inſtrument in the Hand of God 
© in as tremendous providenrial alterations ,. as ſuch a 
©Spot of the World hath ar any time received ſince 
©Danicl foreſaw in general them.all : and this not 
© as many have been carryed along with the Stream, 
*or led by ourward motives -— but ſeeingly and 
© knowingly he clo'ed vvich the Mind of God, with 
<full purpoſe of Heart , to lerye the vvill of the 
«Lord in his Generation. 


I have. proceeded too far in quoting theſe pal 
| lages,. 
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ages, "becauſe the ſame things in other vvords were 
ſpoken by him as to the Dearh of our Martyred 
Soveraign. Bur this is ſuch A/coran-Divinity, that 
I thought I could nor make ir too evident onr of 
his vvritings. And it chere be one Jora of Truth in 
it, Mahomnitiſmm is the belt Religion in the World, 
and the Turks for Saint-ſhip may vye vvvith the beſt 
of Chriſtians, having walked and aQed by ſuch 
certain and ſteady Rules, as the conduct of provi- 
.dence in the proſperous ſucceiles they have met 
with, in all their vvars and undertakings. And is 
not Dr. Owen like to make a very excellent ſubjeRt 
.to his Majeſty, who has ſuch principles as theſe 
yer lodging in his Breſt? And is not His Majeſty 
like ro be made a very powerful Prince by' fuch 
Dottrines as theſe now recited : Bur I proceed to | 
rhe examination of his rwo other principles, borh | 
which are contained in that.excolled Book of Cone- 
munion with God. 
| His ſecond Principle/is, That Saints may retern 
rheir holineſs in the att of ſinning, and that whatever 
Law they wiolate, God will not impute it to them as 4 
Sin. For this fee not only his whole Fo/jo abour 
perſeverance of Saints, but his Communiow with God, 
where he tells you, That Gods lowe cannot be height- 
ned by any art of ours, nor leſſened by any thing in ns. 
And being ſenſible how nigh this bordered upon 
blaſphemy, he makes this * ObjeCtion : Does mor this 
come nigh blaſphemy, to ſay that God loves his People 
in their ſjanmg, as well as in their ſtricteſt Obedience ? 
All che material anſu cr he returns to this, is very 
acutely and profoundly in theſe words, &od loves 
. blu 


rs. 
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his people nat their ſinning. So he loves Judas and 
the lapſed Angels, and fo he loves his Old Friend 
and Maſter, Olaver Cromwell. But will not the - 
courage 10 ſin? An. He never taſted of the love of 
God, that can ſeriouſly make this Objett#on. The Do- 
Arine” of Grace may be turned into wantonneſs, the 
principle cannot : I ſhall not wrong the Saints by giving 
other anſwer to this Objedt1on. You ſee the Doctor 
is ſtill charicable, for all thoſe muſt be hated by 
God, that dcubr of :the Truth of this principle. 
And to make up his Mouth he has thele words at- 
rerwards, * Could any kind of provecation turn it 
(i. &. Tods love) away, it had long ſince ceaſed. 

Now pray Sir, tell me, whether at the Bortom 
of this Doctrine does not he all the confuſion and 


_ blood, perſecution and warrs, which we have ſeen, 


and might again haye {cen in this Nation, had nor 
Authoruy ſecured it ſelf and us againſt the ſpreading 
of it by the ſtrong Bull-work of Laws, and by as 
rigorous an execution of them? For tell me. whar 
Villany any of our modern Saints would boggle at ,. 
who believe this- principle 7 The worlt of men hayc 
commonly. the beſt conceirs of themſelves. And 
thoſe that have ſo will be cafily perſwaded by. an 
Owen or Flugh Peters or any Conventicing Demagogue 
that they are Saints : And if Saints, thenthey are turc 
of perſeverance. For Gods lowe towards . them will. 
not be leſſened by the greateſt Sin reigning in them, 
ueitter can any kind of provocation turn it away from 
them , for he ſtill loves his people but not their [in- 
zing. And therefore if they be his people ,. they 
may- venture at Perjury or Rebellion , ar killing of* 


Ibid. 
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Kings or Murthering of Innocents: ( for theſe 
things have not been only a&ed' by Saints bur de- 
clared them to be ſo) Any Villany ſhall be lawful , 
if ir be ſucceſsful, No immortality ſhall be incon- 
fiſtent wirh Sainrſhip , unleſs it be fo ſcandalous as 
ro expole the Fattion (of which the perſon who 
commits it is a member ) to publick -cenlure, -extirpa- 
tion or-diſgrace. : 

The third Principle has as natural a rendency 
in it as either of the preceeding ro ruine Chrittian 
Religion and Chriſtian Societies, and 17 7s the mo-- 
dern pretending to and praying by the Spirit, Thele 
are his own words in his forementioned Book------- 
« $o deſperate has been the malice of Saran, and 
© wickedneſs of men, that their great endeavour has 
<been to ſhut him ( z. e. H. Ghoſt ) quite out of all 
«Goſpel Adminiſtrations. His Gifts and Graces 


' «were not only decryed, bur almoſt excluded from 


«the publick worſhip of the Church , by the impo- 


_ «ſition of an Operous Form of ſervice, to be read 


© by the Miniſters, which to 'do is neither a peculi- 
©ar gift of the Holy Ghoſt ro any, nor of the Mi- 
*niſtry at all. Ir is marvellous tro conſider what 
© pleas and pretences were invented, and uſed by 
« learned men, from its Antiquity, its compoture or 
« approbation by Martyrs, the beauty of Unitormity 
<in the Worſhip of God eſtabliſhed and prefled 
* thereby, &c. for the defence and maintenance of 
cir. But the main Argument they inſiſted on, 


«and the chicf Field vw hercin they expariarcd and 
«Jaid our all their Eloquence, was the vain babling 
* repctitions and folly of men praying by the Spirix. 

< When 
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« When this was once fallen upon, all (at laft as they 
© ſuppoſed ) was carryed away before them, and 
« their adverſaries rendred ſufficiently ridiculous. So 
« great is the cunning of Satan, and ſo unſearchable 
*©are the follies of the Hearts of men. 

Theſe laſt words are the learned anſyer thar 
he returns ro the arguings of thoſe learned men; 
as he now calls them, though in one of his Ser- 
mons to the Parliament he declared them to be as 
void of Learning as Grace. And indecd it is a very 
ſubtle way of writing controverſies and anſwering 
Objections for any one that maintains a pernicious 
Knaviſh error, to make ſuch kind of replys to a ra- 
tional Diſcourſe, that would reQify his Judgment 
and reduce him ro the Truth. Ir is almoſt like that 
Diſpurant , who ſuppoſed he had ſufficiently confu- 
red the Papiſts by ſaying Bel/armine, thou lyeſt. The 
ſanctifyed Wits of our modern Saints have found 
our a commilerating way of anſwering thoſe unan- 
ſwerable arguments, that are produced for the Go- 
vernment and Liturgy of the Church, and the 
Kings Authority in -matrers of Religion. For when 
you bring them to all imaginable abſurdities, they 
will deny the concluſion, though they know nor 
how to return one word of an{wer to the premiſes, 
This commonly is their Dialet. Alas! roor Soul ! 
your Arguments proceed from the cunning and malice 
of Saran, from the reaſonings of the fleſh, and your en- 
mity againſt the Spirit : They are Friwes of the Old 
Adam , and the infallible ſigns of men in a ſtate of na. 
ture and unregeneracy. Fer the carnal-Common-Pray- 
er-Book is only magzifjed by carnal formal Chriſtians : 

H Tow 
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20u; want the Spirit, bat ne enjoy. it - and, that nes: 
us to diſcern the Spirituality and. Truth of. our" wayes » 
and the Deformity and Formality of yours, Never. 
talk. ro us of praying Non-ſence , when. we are. filled with 
the Spirit , and have the perſonal ingucliings of the 
H. Ghoſd. Great is the cunning of Satan, and un- 
fearchable are the follies of cheHearts of Men. 

And indeed,we may; as well attempt to con- 
vince a blind man of colours, or a deat, man of 
ſounds, as one of, Qur modern Saints of, folly and. 
madneſs, that deſpiſes a Form. of Prayer, and pre- 
rends praying by the Spirit. For this-is juſt like 
the Dodrine of the Popiſh infallibility, that makes 
the error incurable and. remedylcſs. For hoy is. 
itrpoſſible thar thoſe ſhould be convinced of an error 
who are perſwaded they cannot err? And how will 
you pcrſwade them, that there is any poſlibilicy of 
their error., who- are confident that the Spirit of 
God does perſonally dwell in them, © that it leads. 
them into all. Truth, and does immediatcly afliſt. 
them. in their devotions with its di&tates and inſpi- 
rations, $0 that this, and nor. the Commoun: Prayer , 
is the Chimera, yet none know what it is, nor wherein 
the power of it does conſiſt, nor in whom rehde. I ara 
ſure thoſe pretend moſt to it that are deſtitute- of 
all intclectual and moral accompliſhments; . ic being 
a queſtion not very cafy to be derermined, whetber 
ignorance in their. minds, or viciouſneſs in.their lives- 
be moſt predaminant. | 

Let Ozex..and his whole Gang. of Independency 
joyn their forces with him, and tell you one Cha- 
rateniſtick Note... in which their. praying by the 

| Spirit 
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Spitir differs from thar which is fo particularly wo. 
ken of by the learned Dr. Ca/auboy in his excellent 
Treatiſe 'of Enrhafia/mr, concerning Hecker who was 
executed for blafphcmy in the Reign of Queen 
Elizaberh and ID Loyola, the Founder of that 
bleſſed Brotherhood of the Jefairs. I am fure all 
Writers, thar eyer T yer mer with who ſpeak of the 
Ruach Hakkodrſh, of the holy ſpirit and its infpira- 
tions, tell us, That it cyer rook up its reſidence 
in the ſuperivur purer faculcics of the Soul, that it 
never ated only upon the Fancy or imagination , 
that irs effe&s were allwayes as ſerenc raw, calm as 
the upper Region, 'that irs diares were ever the 
principles of ſober Wiſdom, of pure and unſporred 
icty and virtue, ſuch as tended to the Honour of 

God and good of Mankind. | 
Bur as for Exthuſraſtick Seftaries, they. are men 
generally of illicerare minds, unpoliſhed manners , 
and hearts full fraught with malice, impatience, dil- 
content , __  Yain-glory and all thoſe mental vi- 
ces, which render them the Incendiaries of humane 
Socictics, and declare them to any ſober petfon ro 
be rather inſpired by the Devil, than the Holy 
Ghoſt, God blcſſed for ever. This I am nor affraid 
co tell you, although the Door would nor have 
thoſe ro be * accounted Chriſtians, that contemn 
the fpirit in theſe kind of perſons, and rel! them of 


their Non-fence. 


And if I may uſe the Do&#ors own words, ! will 
for once rake leave to ſay what is upon my heart, and 
what (the Lord aſſiſting) 1 ſhall endeavour to make good 


againſt the whole Yyorld of Enthuſiaſts, viz. That this 


H 3 princi- 


* Commun. 
with God. 
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principle of praying by the Sprrit, will cut the Throat 
of all Government ; That no Laws are able to ſtand 
againſt irs afſaulrs and batteries, there being no man- 
ner of ſecurity for that Society , where it docs pre- 
vail : That when the Fire was at its hcight at Lon- 
don, it was tame and merciful in compariſon of a 
Seftary armed with power 'and pretences of tte 
ſpirit: Thar our Natural Bodies may as well thrive 
in a Feaver, and be at caſe upon a Rack , as Chri- 
ſtianity proſper under Entbuſzaſm : That praying by 
the pirir Jeads to it : And that ro any rational im- 
partial Heathen, AMehometiſm would appear to haye 
as much of reaſon and eflential* goodnels in it, as 
Chriſtianiry when conducted and practiſed by the 
ſecret whiſpers and impulles of the ſpirit, in every 
one who has ſo much confidence as to pretend unto 
it. Ce 

And yer Sir, I ſhall not preſume to make any 
of theſe things good, as the Dodor does his aflerti- 
on, from the Revelation. I have more modeſty than 
to atfirm that any part of that myſterious Book makes 
a diſcovery of any of thole torementionedHypor he- 
ſes. For Renowned Mr. Hales informs me, that the 
Ancients ( who certainly knew as well how te exponnd 
it as Dr. Owen ) ſeemed to have made a Religion not 
ta medale with it , and thought it muck better to ad- 
mire it with ſilence, than 10 adventure to expound it : 
And therefore among their labours in expoſition of Scri- 
pture, ſcarcely is there any one found that has touch? it. 
But our Age has taken better heart : And ſcarcely any 


ene is there, Who has entertained 4 good conceit of their 
onn 
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own abilities, but he has taken that Book as a fit arge- 
ment to ſpend bis pains on. 

And becauſe you ſhould not harbour any hard 
thoughts of me, as if by the preceeding Aﬀections, 
I were of the opinion of Mr. &obbs, who will by 
all means have the notion of a ſpiric to imply a con- 
tradition, and denyes its workings upon the Souls 
of men; I ſhall acquaint you whar I apprehend of 
it in the words of that brave man before mentioned, 
which arc (o full, rational and farisfattory, that they 
are not lyable to the juſt exceptions either of CA- 
thei or Enthuſiaſt. I ſhall tranſcribe them ar large, 
and they are theſe that follow. 

© As for thoſe marvellous Diſcourſes of ſome , 
«framed upon preſumption of the Spirits help in pri- 
© vate, in judging or interpreting of difficult places 
« of Scripture, I muſt needs confeſs that I have often 
« wondred at the boldneſs of them. The Spirit is a 
* thing of dark and ſecret operatin, the manner of 
<jt none can deſcry. As ugderminers are never 
« ſeen till they haye wrought their purpoſe; ſo rhe 
« ſpirit, is never / perceived but by its effets. The 
« effects of the ſpirit: ( as far as they concern know- 
< ledge and .inſtruftion) are-not particular informati- 
<on for reſolution of any doubrtul caſe ( for this 


«were plain Revelation) bur as the Ange! which 


« was ſent unto Cornelius, informs him nor, bur ſends 
< him to Pezer to School: So the Spirit teaches not, 
« bur ſtirrs up in us a delſireto learn ; Deſire ro learn 
«© makes us thirſt afrer means : And pious Tedulity and 
«carcfulneſs makes us watchful in the choicc, and 
« diligent in the uſe of our means. The promile - 

© the 
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*the Apoltles of the ſpirit, which ſhould lead thera 


*<into all truth, was made gvod unto'them by privare 


© and fecrer:informimprtheir underftandinps, wich the 
* knowledge of high and heavenly Myſtcries, which 
© as yet had never entred -imto the conceit of any 
* man. The fame promilc is made 'to us, bur ful- 
© filled afrer another manner. For what was writ- 
© ren by Revelation «in their Hearts, for our inftru- 
* ion have they written'in their Books. To us for 
© information, otherwiſe than our of Books, the 
© Spirit ſpeaks not. When the Spiric regenerates a 
© man, 'it-infuſes'no knowledge of any point of faith, 
* bur {ends him to the Church -and to 'the Scrip- 
< mres. When ir ſtirrs him up ro the newnels of 
© life, it exhibits not unto him an inyentory of his 
*Sins, as hichertro unknown; bur cither ſuppoles 
<them known in'the Law of Nature , of which no 
< man can be-ignotant; or ſends him to learn them 
«from the Mouth of his Teachers. More than this 
©in the ordinary progeeding of the Holy Spirit, in 
© matter of inſtruction, 1 vet could never defire. So 
© that to ſpeak of the help of the'Spirit in private, 
<cither in dijudicaring or- interpreting Scripture, is 
<to ſpeak they know not what. Which 1do the ra- 
«her note; Firſt, becatiſe by experience we have 
© learnt, how apr men are'to call their privare con- 
© ceits, the Spirit: And again; becauſe it is the ſpe- 
« cia} errot, with which St. 'L2£#/##79 lohg ago charg- 
« ed this kind of men. - Tanto ſunt aid ſeditioncrs f4- 
« ciliores, quando ſibi videntur ſpiritu excellere. By lo 
<much the more prone 'are they ro kindle Schilm 
* and contention in-rhe Church, by tiow much they 


ſeem 
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< ſeem ta; themſelves. ro be endued with a more 
<eminent meaſure of the Spirit than their Breth- 
© ren. 

1 never yer met with more Truth and Reaſon 
in any Author,. wha would underrake ro explain the 
Offices and Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, than in 
the Words of that great Scholar and Divine. They. 
are ſo full, ſafe, and fatisfatory, that they do nor 
expole either private Chriſtians to the impoſtures 
and deluſjons of the Evil Spirir, nor the Chriſtian. 
Religion ta the {corn and detifion of £Arheifts, nor 


Chriſtian Societies ro thoſe: Schiſms, confuſions and. 


{editions which will bury, all. Order and. Govern- 
ment in, the Duſt. Bur all. theſe miſchicfs are. na- 
rurally effected by the modern way. of, pretending to. 
and praying by the Spirit. I, would inliſt a little 
longer upon this Argument, had. not. the Author. of- 
the {riendly Debates ſaved me a labour. 

All that I ſhall farther fay,to-irt is, that it una- 
yoidably leads perſons infected with it, to the Gulf 
and dotages of Enthuſiaſm : And that not only 
perſons unſtable and ignorant- in.the "xr ta of 
Religion , bur thoſe that have their minds beauti- 
fycd' with great meaſures of learning 
tedge. It you pleaſe I will try this experiment in 
Dr. Owen, who was cither a down-right Enthuſiaſt. 
himſelf, or which is worſe, he endeavoured to make - 
others 1o. 
© God of cMarfton-HMoore, and the God of Naſtby:, 
< js an acceptable expoltulation. in a Gloomy-Day. 
© O what a Catalogue of Mercigs has this Nation 
«to plead by .in a. time of: Trouble! God came from 


© Naſeby, . 


and know- - 


Read his own words; < Where is the. eben-Ezer. 
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© Naſeby, and the Holy one from the Weſt : Selah : 
* His glory covered the Heavens, and the Earth 
* was full of his praiſe. He went forth in the 
© North, and in the Eaſt he did not with hold his 
*Hand. «c/4nd after, * He that is called to ſerve 
* Providence in high things, withour ſome eſpecial 
* diſcovery of God, works in the dark, and knows 
©<nor whither he goes, nor whar he doth. Clear 
* ſhining from God. muſt be at the bottom of deep 
© labouring with God. What is the reaſon that fo 
* many fn our daycs, ſect their Hands to the Plow ; 
*and look back again? Begin to ſerve Providence 
* in great things bur cannor finiſh? Giye over in the 
© heat of the day! They never had any ſuch Reve- 
© Jation of the mind of God upon their Spirits, ſuch 
©a diſcovery of his cxcellenciecs as might ſerve for 
*a bottom of ſuch undertakings. Men muſt know 
« that if God has nor app-ared ro them in' bright- 
©nels, and ſhewed them rhe Horns in his Hand hid 
©from others, they will deny God rwice or thrice , 
© before the cloſe of the work of this Age. If you 
© have no great diſcoveries, you will wax vain in 
© great undertakings. Now workings on old bor- 
© toms, are like new Wine in old Borrles, both are 
© ſpoiled and loſt. * * Ler new Light be derided 
* whilſt men pleaſe, he will never ſerve the Will of 
© God in his generation, who ſees not, beyond the 
< line of foregoing ages. And Dr. Osex had ſuch a 
Diſcovery of the Counſel of Heaven made to him, 
that he told the Rump not only of ſome fingle per- 
ſons that were ro *e deyoted 'to deſtrudtion , but 
of a whole Nation together, wiz.” Ireland. Tice 

are 
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are his own words; Of how many Congregations In 51dfefprom; 


| Y 


this Nation , may the Prayers, Tears, and ſupplica- & fnfuin. 


riens for the carrying on of the work of God in Ireland x fag P* 85» 


be written with the lines of emptineſs? —-- How many 
that began with the Lord in that work , did newer ſa- 
crifice at the /iltar of Jehova-Niſſ : Nor conſidered 
that the Lord hath ſmworn to have VVar with ſuch da- 
lekites as are there from Generation to Generation? 
Exod. 17. 15, 16. They have forgotten that Ireland was 
the firſt of the Nations that laid wait for the Blood of 
Gods people , and therefore their Latter end ſhall be to 

periſh for ever. Numb. 24. 20. He had a great deal 


more tenderneſs tor thoſe which he calls his * Kins- * g:dipnif; 
folks in the fleſh , namely YYales, where he laments, ith %* 


that wothing will ſerve ſome of thems but their old Road * = 2% 


of beggarly Readers in every Pariſh. 

,- now Sir, It what I have already written be 
nor ſufficient to alter your Opinion concerning this | 
Dodor, | muſt cntreat you in the Jaſt place to per- | 


_ uſe the 34. Chapter of his Boo« againſt the Sociniar 


Biqdle ; Where you will meet with ſuch impious ' 
paſſages of his pen againſt che prayer of our Lord 
and Saviour , that I think many Jews and 1»faels 
have been much more modeſt in blaſpheming of 
his perſon. For he does nor only tell us, Thar 
there is no promiſe of acceptation annexed to the ſaying of 
that prayer, and that the uſing of that form does delude 
and harden innumerable poor Souls; but that it is a 
charm or kind of Witchcraft 7» Gods wor/»ip, nay 
that it confirms many in their Atheiſtical blaſpheming of 
Gods ſpirit, and that the repetition of it is in plain terms 
ridiculous. | 
I - Sir, 


ERS 
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- Sir, I appeal to your reaſon, whether Over in 
theſe words has not done more diſhonor eo Chriſt 
in thus vilifying and blafpheming of his prayer, than 
ever he has or can bring honor to his perſon in the 
vindication of his Deity. And I may boldly fay, 
that unleſs ir were Hecker, Nailer, or that vile perſon 
who not many years ſince belched out from a Bal- 
cony ſuch indigniries againſt the Saviour of his Soul, 
there was ever any of this Zvgiz/h Nation guilty of 
greater blaſphemy againſt the ſecond perſon of the 
Sacred Trinity as the Doctor I now write of. But 
1 hope what you have already read, will not only 
make you bur all perſons wary and cautious in con- 
verling with his writings, and alſo fatisfyed concern- 
ing the goodneſs of the Commun-Prajer , ſince he 
throwes no more dirt upon that, than he docs upon 
the prayer of Chriſt himſelf. 

Being now almoft come to the concluſion of 
my Letter, I muſt remind you of your promile and 
that is the concealment of my name. And indeed 
] have fo _ experience of the goodneſs of your 
nature and the honeſty of your principles , that [ 
verily believe you have a groun reverence for your 
word than Dr. Owes has for his Oath. And there- 
fore I need not rell you that I have diſplayed a per- 
ſon, who is not 1gnori & 0b/turs nominis, one like my 
ſelf, cloiſtcred in obſcutity, known to few, and ene- 
my to no man. Bur I haye written concerning him 
who is the Prince, the Oracle, the Metropolitan of 
Independency, the Achitophel of Oliver Cromwell, or 
which is-more than all, concerning John Oven D.D. 
A Servant of Jeſus Chriſt in the York of the Goſpel ; 

and 
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and that in the ſame ſence as the innocent, meek 
and devour Chriſtian is the Servant of the Devil 
in the Work and Vallallage of Sin. And by ap- 

caring againſt this Goliah, I cxaſperate a party of 
Men as ſubtle, bloody and malicious, as ever yet 
aroſe in the Chriſtian Church. Yau know what I 
told you at our laſt meeting, namely, That the eon- 
tormable Clergy (and thoſe roo who will defy all 
the World ro tax them with the leaſt inſobriety, 
negligence or ill manners ) were abuſed upon the 
publick Roads, and in the open ſtreets, and that 
ſome Papiſ{s before this laſt Ai? againſ? Conventicles 
did joyn with the Independents, and rhreatned an in- 
ſurrefion, if chey might nor be allowed Liberty of 
Conſciencc. So that if the times had turned, as 
was expected, I looked for no more mercy from 
the Congregational Saints in England, than the re- 
nowned Montroſs ( pardon the compariſon ) found 
from the Claſſical Saints of Scotland. You ſee then 
that the natural principle of ſelt-preſervation prompts 
me to the concealment of my name. 

If any perſon be inquiſtive ro know me, I ſhall 
give him this account of my ſelf, fo far as concerns 
the ſubjet matter of this paper, vi7. T hat although I 
ſucked Loyalty together with my Mothers Milk, and 
loved the King and Biſhops before I knew what cither 
meant, yer when I was able in ſome mealure ta 

vc an account of the reaſon of my Faith, and that 
bork as to the Dodrine and Diſcipline of the 
Church, I was ever ( and am (o till ) againſt the 
inflifting of any ſbarp penalties upon thoſe that dif- 
fer from us in mattcrs of Religion, unlels they did 
I 2 oppole 
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oppoſe morality , endanger Government , and the 
Chriſtian Religion it ſclf. | 

I think all three were nor long lince in as great 
danger, as J/aac was when he had the Knife ar his 
Throat. Bur bleſſed be that merciful and wiſe Pro- 
vidence that has done ſo much royards the preven- 
tion of our Ruine, in making His Majeſty and His 
Great Counſel of Par/zament initrumental tv rebuke 
that Enthuſiaftick, Owentſtical Spirit, which was likely 
ro infec and deſtroy the whole Nation. 

Think not the laſt words itrange. For if they 
had becn accounted the beſt, nay tne only Chriſti- 
ans, who did not only ſeparate from the Church , 
bur account it unlawtul ro call any publick place of 
lawful Afembly by that name ; it choſe had been 
eſteemed the only knowing Saints, who are as ſot- 
riſhly ignorant in the concerns of Religion, as ever 
any of our Anceſtors were in the darkeſt times of 


| Popery: If the bold Hands of evil minded men had 


been {till permitted to have ſcattered their Tares, 
ro have oppoſed the eſtabliſhed Religion, to have 
affronted ic with their numerous Conventicles, 
when, where and as many as they had pleaſed, ro 
have diſhonoured ic by making Farmers , Millers , 
Coblers, and the loweſt of the ce its Miniſters 
and Attendants , certainly Chriſtianity in- this King- 


dom had been as ſhort liv'd, as Monarchy would 

have beca in the State ,. and Epiſcopacy in the 

Church. | | 

I could now for a Concluſion of this Letter, 

preſent you with many merhods, that haye been 

uted of late by all torts of Scfaries , eſpecially Lo 
_ &- 
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Independents, by which their Faction might thrive , 
and grow numerous , and the Honour of His Ma- 
jeſties Government and the Exg/i/h Church might 
- be wea' ned and ecclipied. T will preſent you with 
one inſtance becauſe it does ſo nearly reſemble the 
policy of the Papilts. Sir Edzyn Sandys in that cx- 
cellent Trad of his called Europe Speculum , ſpeak- 
ing of thac bale and vain device of the .Papiſts , 
znventing and ſpreading falſe news in favour of their Re- 
ligion, tclls us among't many other Storys, tharwhilft 
he was in Italy, There came ſolemm news that Beza drawing 
towards his Death, had in full Senate at Geneva, recaPted 
his Religion, exhorting them if they had cave to ſave their 
ſouls, ro ſeek reconciliation with the .Catholick Church, 
and to ſend for the Jeſuits to inflrut# them &c. Juſt 
fuch another ſtory the Sefaries invented of a loyal 
Gentleman , one Major Wild of Worceſter, who de- 
parted this lite the laſt January. Sir, you muſt know 
to his immortal houres, that he would not be brib'd 
by a Scary ro let the penal Laws lye dorment, 
but had a more. tender regard to the diſcharge of 
his duty by obſerving of his Oath, than the preſer- 
vying of his Eſtate in courting of their kindneſs a- 
gainſt the next change of Government. Bur ſo ſoon 
as it. pleaſed God to deprive his Country;ot ſoaQive 
an Initrument of its ſettlement and peace, . the Sc- 
arics had preſently this lye in their Mouchs, that he 
had declarcd as greaw penitence for his proccedings 
againſt chile Godly people, as eyer St. Paul di.d for 
his perſecuting of the Church; that it God would 
be pleaſed ro: ſpare his life, he would-not only lay 
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down his Commiſſion , and forbear ating for the 
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time to come, bur declare ro the World his hearty 
ſorrow for what he had done in the time paſt. 
This and much more was publiſhed in many Mar- 
kers and Conventicles of FForce/ter-ſhire and the ad- 
jacent Counties , to; the unſpeakable comfort of the 
Holy Brother-hood and Siſter-hood. And Thanks- 
oivings were rerurned to Heaven firſt for his death, 
and then for his Converfion. Bur the Reverend 
Dean of Yhorceſler, Mr. Tayior Minifter, and Mr. 
John cAfily Gentleman of that Loyal Cry arreſt the 
quire contrary, namely, That ir is a meer forgery 
and ſlander invented by the SeQaries , that never 
any Soul left a Body, which retained a more firm 
Loyalty to its Prince, and a greatcr reverence and 
love ro the Zzgiz/Þ Church than his did, and thar 
one great Argument which yeilded bim comtforr 
upon his departing bed, was a ſcrious reflection 
upon the zealous and fairhful diſcharge of his dury 
unro borh. Bur ir ſeems now that the Carholick 
Cauſe and the good Old Canſe are convertible, and 
any lyc is lawful which trends co the promotion © 
cirher. Ty 

I could fill a whole Volume with inſtances of 
this nature, bur I hope what I have already written 
will rectify .your Judgment and open your Eycs ro 
ſce that the Ozenifts are no Changlings, declating 
rhemſclves only to. be pardoned into freſh Treafons, 
and indemnityed intro new Rebellions. Indulgen- 
ces and Accommodations ate bur as Spiders Webbs | 
which ſuch venemous: buzzing inſeQs would prefent- 
ly break through , and as Truces to an old amy 
who would preſcntly rally up his forces and improve 


his 
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his Hoſtilities. So that if. the Authority of this Z»- 
£572 Nation had forgot the Engi5 Rebellion, and 
had permitted 'it felt ro be cully'd and cheared bythe 
bafled prerences of Conſcience and Reformation, 
it had not only fallen ſcorn'd by its enemies , bur 
unpitty'd by its friends, and that as a Martyr to its 
own Fondneſs and a Sacrifice to its own Credu- 


If this be nor ſufficient to alter your Opinion 
concerning Dr. Owen, your commands may engage 
me to give you a farther ſatisfation, for I ſhall be 
evcr rcady to approve my ſelf 


Sir, 
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POSTSCRIPT 


'To the Worthy Author of that Late 
: # « ; Of g E* * 


© Eedeſatical Polity. 


Sr, 

He World has long expetted your reply unto 
T that' Author, who nor long fince appeared 

- againſt” your Eccleſ;aſtical Polity : Whom the 
matter of the Book it ſelf , the manner of its writ- 
ing, the confeſſion of Sefaries, and the voice of 
all parties declare ro be Dr. 0»en. A perſon, whom 
in the preceeding pages I have endeavoured to make 
known more to himſelf than ro his Friend, who 
eſteemed him to be as infallible in his diftates and 
writings, as ever any blind Papiſt did the Pope, 
when he talked ex Cathedra. 

The Truch is when I firſt read your Bovk and 


* The MAu- , 
thoſe * rwo other Gentlemen , who together with 


thors of the 


Friendly Do. your ſelt have fo ſucceſsfully appeared in rhe defence 
Tub of Of the Engliſh Church, I concluded that noting was 
Telerarion Wanting in your writings but your names , toat all 
Diſcuſſed. good Chriſtians and good Subjedts, mig*"t pay you 
as much reſpe& for your learning and merits, as 

he 
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the SeQaries Uo railing and reproaches. But you 
muſt allow this kind of Creatures a liberty ro ſnarl 
though they cannor bire. And indeed they may 
with as mnch caſe recall the confuſjon of Tongues, 
and make all Natiogs of one Language, as return 
one word of a rational anſwer to any of your learn- 
ed labours. All that have hitherto appeared againſt 
any of you, have been ſuch Thick-ſcull'd Sctiblers , 
that the very Fanaticks themſelves ought ro thruſt 
them out of their Synagogues, becauſe of thoſe 
crazy, lame and diſeaſed anſwers, v hich they have 
returned to your Arguments. | Next to the Papiſts 
never cauſe was ſo triumphed over as is that of the 
Sc&aries : So that if their Tongues had been able 
to do no more miſchief than their pens, there had. 
been little need of the laſt 7 of Parhament : For 
their Conventicles would have been as empty of Au- 
gditors, as they were of Reaſon and Divinity. 

Burt ir was high time for Authority to inter- 
poſe its power by enacting of that braye Law. For 
the SeRaries began nor only to trample - upun the 
Kings mercy and clemency, bur to upbraid and de- 
ride it, nay to defy and {care him with their mul- 
titudes. You cannot imagine how many of the 
Conntry-Coridons , as well as the finical ſpruce Citi- 
Zens were preached our of the deadly fin of Mle- 
giance into the Cvgelical ſtare of Rebellion; how 
many Saints were liſted for the FieJd, and how their 
whole Rubrick was writ in blood, and nothing was 
wanting bur a Lambert or a Ludlow, to lead out their 
feveral Aſſemblies, and make one general Convenrecle 
at Eag-Hill. _ 
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F have ſtudionſly declined the returning of the 
| leaft reply to any of the Dodtors Conſiderations upon 
your Book. For I would neither injure the Cauſe, 
which you are to vindicate, by a weak defence, 
nor diſappoint thole whoſe dgfires- you are to ſatis- 
ty, by depriving them of your lcarned labours. All 
that 1 can perceive in this anſwer, is, that he has 
endeavoured to manage the concerns of a Faction, 
rather than of Trath and Peace, .and fo has ated 
more the part of a Sophiſter than a Divine. For I 
never read any one of reputed Learning, who did 
more mangle and miſtake Arguments, pervert ſence 
and overlook the whole ſtare of rhe Conttoyerly, as 
your Aztagoxi/t does in his whole Treatife. Bur you 
know it is the property of ſome ill-natur'd Animals, 
not only to lick up their own Vomits , but to bark 
and be angry with the lighr. 

Yer though the Dodor has been fo defetive 
in his Reaſonings, I will aſſure you he exceeded 
you in his Politicks; For he fo ordered his matrers, 
char ſome Members of Parliament had his Books by 
unknown Hands laid in their lodgings, whilſt they 
were bulicd in attending the concerns of their King 
and Country; thinking that it they would nor be ar 
the expence of ſo much money, as to purchaſe 
| them of his Bookſeler, yer they might venture the 
loſs of ſo much time, «as to give the Dotors Books 
a reading, when the Door was fo kind to give 
them his Books. But I know your Soul ro be more 
gencrous , than to. make uſe of any unworthy pro- 
jets, though they were to compals eyen a law ful 
end. The Rowaps denyed thole Conſuls a Triumph, 

F ar 
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'that conquered their Enemies by Arts wicked and 
unjuſt. And certainly it would have leflened the 
glory of your Pen, it the cauſe of Truth, Loyalty 
and Peace undertaken by you, had been polluted 
by ſuch pittiful and ſordid ſhifts. Theſe are thoſe 
ArttraQtives in your Books , that will allure the 
pooreſt Scholar ro purchaſe them at the deareſt 
rates. Let therefore the Oweni/ts and the reſt of 
the Sons of Cirah by ſuch methods make their cauſc 
as infamous in the management of ir, as it is wick- 
cd and vile in its own nature. 

Bur that which I chiefly intend in 'this Poſ{/cripz 
is to ſhew you, that Dr. Owex has been as great a 
WFeatber-Cock in his principles about Government , 
Tolerartion and Liberty of Conſcience, as he has 
been a Rebel to his King in his Loyalty and A/te- 
grance. | 

For when he was Presbyrer John who more a- 
gainſt Toleration than your ,A#tagoni/f. Read his 
Conntrey Eſſay for the prattice of Church Government , | 
and * there you will find how he afſerts what he ® 
conceives to be cerrarnly rruc in this pornt. And he 
lays down theſe two following poſitions. 7. © Thar 
< Herefies and <crrors ought not to be tolerated : 
* that is, men ought nor to connive at, or comply 
<with thoſe wayes and opinions, which they are 
« convinced to be falſe, erroneous , contrary to 
<{ound Dottrine, and that form of wholeſome 
<xyords, which is delivered to us —— : Elpecially if 
« credibly ſuppoſed to ſhake any fundamentals of rhe 
«< Common Faith ; bur with all their ſtrengeh and 
© abilitics, in all lawful wayes; upon cyery juſt call, 
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* to oppoſe, fupprefs and overthrow them, to roor 
* them.up and caſt themour, that they may not as nox- 
© jous W eeds and Tarcs overgrow andchoak the good 
* Corn, amongſt which they arc covertly ſcattered : 
* All predictrions of falſe Chriſts, falſe Prophets, falſc 
© Teachers, to come; to be avoided; all cautions to 
©try Spirics, to avoid Hereticks, beware of Sedu- 
©cers, keep cloſe- ro the Truth received, fo hath 
© the Doctrine of Nicolaitans - :: The Epithites 
© given to, and deſcriptions made of Hereſies,, that 
* they are pernicious, damaable, cankers, works of 
© the fleſh and the like, are all incitations and en- 
* couragements, for the applying of all expedienr 
* means, for the taking our of the way theſe ſtum. 
© bling Blocks 2. That any Doctrine rend- 
«ing undeniably in irs. own nature ( and not by-ſtrain- 
© ed conſequences ) ro the diſturbance of the Civil 
* ſtare, may be ſuppreſſed by all ſuch means, as are 
< lawfully co. be uſed, for the conſervation of the 
c _ and fafery of that ſtate ——-. And there- 
« fore they whole Faith is Faction, and whoſe Reli- 
< gion is Rebellion, I mean the Jeſuirs and Jeſuirical 
« Papiſts, ſome of the Articles of whoſe Creeds are 
« dire&ly repugnant to the ſafety, yea being of Com- 
©<mmonyealths, wherein themſelves and men. of their 
<own perſwaſion, do not domineer and rule, may 
© be proceeded againſt by chem , who bear nor the 
« Sword in vain. The like may be ſaid of men ſe- 
« ditious under any pretences. whartſoeyer , like the 

Anabapriſts ar Munſter. | 
Bur about two years after when 1udependency 
had diſmounted Presbytery, and the Doors ſpiritual 
Refreſher, 
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Refreſher , Olrver Cromwell was to be ſeared in his 
Throne : And when this could not be effeted bur 
by reviving old Hereſies, raiſing new Schiſms, and 
ſerting up of new FaCions, that ſo che party mighr' 
unite into a *Body to- ſupport his power and Ty- 
ranny, then the Do#or preaches and yrites that a 
ng liberty may be granted every Perſon and 
et, unleſs ir were thoſe who continued loyal 
ro their lawful King, and true to» their Mother- 
Church. 
tle Writes a whole Tra&t for Tolcration. , 
which he annexes ro the Sermon that he preached 
the day immediately after the Kings Death. And 
in that he tells the Rumpers, * That error has « 
much right to a forceable defence as Truth * That there 
is no Judge in caſe of Hereſy as a thing civilly crimt. 
nal. For the ſecular Magiſtrate is not entruſted with 
ſuch a power to judge what is Hereſy or error, or what 
i not, and it i wile, ſordid, nnwarrantable and ex- 
ceeding unworthy of a rational man, much more ſuch 4s 
are ſet over the people of the land, that: the [ame per- 
ſons muſt determine the cauſe and appoint the Puniſh - 
ment 0r proceed ro puniſhment upon others Judeing 0 f 
rhe fault. * And becauſe St. Paul ſayes there muſt 
be Hereſres for the manifeſting of thoſe that are approv- 
ed, therefore the Goſpel in caſe of error or Hereſy ſees 
not to favour any conrſe of violence, 1 mean of ciwxl 
penalties, He quite invalidates ye * plea for the pu- 
niſhment of erring perſons, taken from the penal confti- 
 tuttons under the old T. againft Idolaters. He * | - wy 
that there were Laws enacted of old by Theo by 
Yalentinian, Martin , which provide (lome of them) 


for. 
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for the Death of” Seducers, yet I cans look upon them 
( ſayes he ) no otheraiſe, but as the very bottom ſtomes 
of the Tower of Babel. 

* Bur this Dodor (Dutchman like ) could Sail with 
every, Wind : And therefore when the Quakers 
would come into St. cMaries Church in Oxford, and 
there pur on their Hats at his Prayer, as he did his 


| Beaver art faying of the Lords Praycr : When Oliver 


knew not what to do with the FaQtions he had 
made , but that each of them ſingly taken had fo 
mucb confidence it not ſtrength as to oppote and 
confront him in his Government; then this peſt of 
the Age took his Text from Cromwells Counſel-Ta- 
ble, and Protews-like , aflumes that ſhape which was 
moſt profirable and conducing to his Maſters ends : 
And therctore notwithſtanding his zeal in 1648. yer 
before 1652. he altered his Mind. 7» eo fant conſilia 
guod fibs condmere putar. In one of the Olivarian 
Parliaments he thus proclaims their Duty abour To- 
lerarion. « Ir is well known whar a truſt by Gods own 
© appointment there was inveſted in the Rulers, 
© Judges, Kings and Magiſtrares of the Judaical ftare 
<and Church under the 0. 7. in reference ro the 
<wayes and gran of God: The proſecution and 
« execution of the Laws of God , concerning his 
< Houſe and Service being committed to them ; fur- 
* cher when rhey faichfully diſcharged rheir Truſt , 
« promoting the Worſhip of God according to his in- 
« ſtirurions, encouraging, ſupporting , directing, re- 
« proving others, to whom the immediate and pe- 
« culiar adminiftration of things ſacred were com- 
*mitred, deſtroying, removing what cyer was an 

© abomina- 
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<abomination to the Lord, it was well with the 
© whole people and Church, they flouriſhed in peace, 
and the Lord delighted in them -— : And on the 
© other fide, their neglect in the diſcharge of their 
© dury was then commonly attended with the Apo- 


_ of the whole Church ,- and great breakings 


© forth of the indignation of the Lord. Card agam 
<* The Lord hath promifed, that the Magiſtrates 
© whom he will give, owne and bleſs, ſhall pur forth 
«chcir Power and Ad in that capacity , whercin he 
© hath placed you in the World. For the good, 
«furtherance, proſp-ricy of the truth and Church of 
© Chriſt; they thall proce them with their power, 
© feed them with their ſubſtance, adorn them with 
© their favour, and the priviledges wherewith they 
* are intruſted : They ſhall break their forgibly op- 
© prefling adyerfaries —. * Mgarn, Ir (i.c. the Gol- 
&pel.) will intereſt any people in all the promiſes, 
« that are made for the uſing of the Church, to: 
<threſh, break, deſtroy, burchen, fire, conſume and 
« ſlay the Enemies thereof — . * CAzazn, it is the 
<duty of Magiſtrates to ſeck the good, peace and 
© proſperity of the people commitrred to their charg, 
<and to prevent, obviate, remove, take away every 
<thing that will bring confuſion, deſtruction, and 
« deſolation upon them. And in the following page, 


©the things that arc oppoſite ro the good ot any- 


«< Nation are of two ſorts, 1. Such as are really ,. 
« directly, and immediately oppoſed ro that ſtate 


«and condition, wherein they cloſe rogether- and: 


© find proſperity. In general, ſeditions,tumults, . dil- 
« orders; in particular violent or fraudulent breakings 
| In : 
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<©5n upon the reſpeRive deſigned bounds, priviledges, 
*enjoyments of ſingular perſons —-. If Rulers 
* were Athciſts, yer ſuch evils as thele rending to 
*rtheir diflolution they would with all their ſtrength 
©Jabour to prevent, cither by watching againſt their 
* Commiſſion , or infliting vengeance on them that 
*commit them 2. Such as are morally and 
© meritoriouſly. oppoſed to their good and welfare , 
*in that they will certainly pluck down the Judg- 
*ments and Wrath of God upon that Nation or 
© People, where they are practiſed, and allowed----- 
© The ſole reaſon why (i. e. Magiſtrates ) ſheath the 
<Sword of Juſtice in*«the Bowels of Murtherers, 
© Thieves, Adulterers, is not becauſe their outyard 
© peace is aQually diſturbed by them . Bur 
© principally becauſe he in- whoſe ſtead rhey-ſtand-—-- 
©15 provoked by ſuch wickedneſs -ro deſtroy -both 
< the one and the other: And if there be the ſame 
*reaſon to be evidenced | concerning other things , 
«they alſo call for the ſame-procedure. When he 
had told his Auditors this, and much more, he 
conc! udes -his Sermon with theſe three direQions. 
©1, L*bour to be fully perſwaded in your own minds, 
© that you be not carricd abour vyith eyery Wind---- 
<5t is a ſad condition, when men have no zeal for 
<«7ruth, nor againſt that which is oppoſite co it, 
«< whatever they ſecm to profels This i5'the 
< proper condition of them yvhom. God vvill ſpew 
* our-of his Mouth. 2. Know that crror and falſc- 
<hood have no Right or Title, either from God-or 
«* Man, unto any priviledge, proteQion, advantage , 
*kberty, or any good thing you are intruſted with- 
Call; 
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c all; ro diſpoſe that unto a lye, which is the tight 
< of and due to truth, is to deal treacherouſly with 
© him by whem you are employed: All tenderneſs 
and forbearance unto, ſuch perſons as: are infe&ted 
«< with ſuch abominations is ſolely upon a civil ac- 
*count, and that plea which they have for tranqui- 
© liry , whilſt neither diretly nor morally they are 
© 2 diſturbance unto others. 3. Know thar in things 
© of pradtice, ſo of perſuaſion, that are impious and 
© wicked , cither in themielyes or their natural and 
© unconſtrained conſequences, the plea of conſcience 
<is an aggravation of their Crime : . If mens Con- 
« ſciences are ſeared, and themſelves given up ro a 
«reprobate mind, to do thole things that are not 
*convenient, there is no doubt bur. they ought to 
© ſuffer ſuch things, as to ſach practices are deiigned 
© and appointed. 4 

Sir, Theſe are ſome of the inconſiſtencies. that 
I haye tranſcribed our of - Owexs writings, fo -tar as 
they concern the controverly berween you and him. 
How he contradicts himſelf and overthrowes. his 
own principles in his Truth and Innocence. vindicated, 
I ſhall leave ro be examined by the: care of your 
pen.. Bur I hope you and every unprejudiced per- 
ſon will perceive by what I haye done already, that 
there was no conſtancy in-the very impietics of this 
perſon, bur that he varied his villanies, even as he 
increaſed his guilts. When ever therefore you pleaſe 
to undertake him, let me entreat you to conf!. 
der his diftemper, namely, that the errors of his 
mind are become habitual. And you know per- 
haps who it was that ſaid, Y»ſound Minas are bike 
A L unſound 
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unſound Bodies, the more you feed, the more you poyſon 
them. Good Sir Fat" an deal with him as 44 
reſy, as one whole Diſcaſes are ſullen and refra&o- 
ry, that are very difficulty expelled, though perhaps 
they had an ealy admiffion. I do affure you he ſtill 
endeavours to merit Heaven by a kind of _rripe- 
riſtaſis, as you will perceive if you pleaſe ro beſtow 
ſome of your precious Minutes in the peruſal of the 
preceeding Letter. And fince the DodFor in one 
page of his Book gives you his word, that if you 
proceed in your tart way of writing , you ſhall nor 
expett any farther oppoſition from his pen, let me 
delire you notwithſtanding his former perjuries and 

rfideouſneſs, that you would for once rely upon 
his promiſe, For I would not have Scholars time 
waſted, nor any mans Soul endangered, by peru- 
ſing any more of his Yindications, thoygh he were 
as generous to all his Readers, as he was to ſome 
before mentioned, w#z. to beſtow them: grazs. Go 
on Sir, to heal the wounds, that Chriſtianity has re- 
ceived from Sefarics , and eſpecially the O wenifs, 
and thereby you will oblige all lovers of truc piety 
and peace, and in particular 


Sir, 
Wur moſt faithful end for ever 
devoted Servant 


A N 
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Q. Hat is Religion ? 
A. Worlhipping of God accord- 
/ ing to the Spirit. 
Q. What is it i0 Worſhip God 66- 
cording ts the Spirit ? 
CL To pray and a by the inſpirations and di- 


Rates of the Spirit. 
L 2 Q. But 
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 _Q. But are not ' now ceaſed in the Church 
of Chriſt > 

4. No, ther is an indwelling of the Spirit in all 
rrue Believers. 

. Who-are true Believers ? 

A. Thoſe that are for Liberty of Conſcience, and 
hate the' Common-Prayer. 

Q. Yohy are true Believers for Liberty of Conſe. 
ence ? 

A. Becauſe that cur off the Kings Head, and 

it was onee hoped might haye done the ſame kind- 
neſs for this. 

Q. Yhy are true Believers ſo much againſt the Com- 
mon-Prayer * 

A. There is a probability elſe that the whole Na- 
tion would be in love with it. 

Q. YYhat danger is there in that? 

A. Much every way; for then England may be 
reduced to ſober apprehenſions of Religion and reve- 
rend thoughts of Authority. 

Q. Are true Believers then ſo much againſ{ the pre- 
ſent Authority ? 

4: Yes, for all Gods people are holy, and the- pre- 
ſent Rulers rake too much upon them. 

Do the preſent Rulers take more #pon them, than 
thoſe we had in the times paſt? 

4. Yes, for they forbid private meetings, and en- 
force men by penal Laws ro come to that Popiſh 
place called: a Church. 

Q. May not the preſent Rulers as well forbid private 
-meerings., as the former Rulers forbid the Common- 


Prayer 3 ? 
>. A.No, 
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A. No, becauſe the Common-Prayer is tull of I1- 
dolatry and Superſtition , bur no ſuch things are in 
any private Mectings. 

Q. Is it wnlayful to call the place of Gods publick 
worſhip a Church ? 

A. Yes, becaule Gods people are only his Church? 

. But did not true Believers enforce men to take 
the Covenant, and after that the engagement ? Yvhy 
may not then the preſent Rulers enforce men to come to 
Church ? | 

A. Thoſe were true Believers, but the preſenc 
Rulers are Unbelievers : Thoſe Oaths were tor the 
excirpation of Monarchy , Popery and Prelacy : Bur 
rhoſe which are called Clmrches were built by Pa- 
piſts, and abuſed by them. ro Idolatry and Superſti- 
rion. F 

Q. Many of the hauſes of true Believers were built 
by Papiſts, may not therefore true Believers preach and 
pray in them ? 

A. I hey may pray their own prayers, for thoſe 
fanctify their houſes : Bur che. Commoun-Prayer docs 
more and more pollute them. 

Q. Muſt no Authority be obeyed that is unbelieving? 

A. No, unleſs it be for the Good Old Cauſe, and 
its appearing, for thar ſanctifies and regenerates it 
though wicked and unholy. 

. What us the Good Old Cauſe? 

4. The pulling down of Monarchy and ſerting up- 
of a Common-wealth. 

Q. How may that be effected? 

A. By erecting an High Court of Juſtice. 


Qu. How 
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--Q. How may an High Court of Tnſtice be crefted > 
A. By ctcating fears, jcalouſies, and diſcontents * 
-in the people, by telling them of the wickedneſs of 
the Court, the decay of Trade, the greatneſs of 
Taxcs, the invaſion of their Liberties, &c. - 

Q. Vil that do the feat? 

A. * [is probable it will : For it will either enrage 
the people into a civil War, or keep them diſcon- 
rented againſt rbe chookng of another Parliament. 

. But what then? 

A. They will chooſe ſuch Members as ſhall pick 
holes in. the Kings Government, revile his perſon, 
rail at his Biſhops and evil Counſellors, raiſe a War; 
and then if they can, they will kill the King in the 
Field, if not, they will take Him Priſoner, and then 
:nurther Him upon a Scaftold at his Gare. 


FI NIS. 


